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Roadmap

 The phonetic shape of the texts

 Dialectal features
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Local influences on the pronunciation of Avestan
 Texts composed in different periods and in different areas

 Text recited by speakers of different Iranian languages

 Avesta written down in southwestern Iran, but the 
language is not Persian

 Influence of the oral traditions of different regions on the 
pronunciation of the Avesta
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Regional dialectal features in the language of the Avesta

Y 44.3 kasnā xᵛǝ̄ṇg strǝ̄mcā dāt̰ aduuānəm 4 + 7 syllables
/kas-nā xuu̯anh straam-ca dāt adu̯ānam/      
‘who established the path of the sun?’
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Gen.sg. of the neuter heteroclitic stem huuar-, huuan- ‘sun’: expected is 
PrAv. *huu̯ánh > OAv. huuǝṇ̄g

YAv. *huu̯ǝ̄ > hū

OAv. xᵛǝṇ̄g (disyllabic) instead of expected OAv. huuǝṇ̄g



Other examples for unetymological xᵛ

 OAv. xᵛāθra- ‘well-being’ < *huu̯-
āθra- (opposite of duž-āθra-)

 YAv. xᵛāstra- < *hu-u̯āstra- ‘having 
good pastures’ Y 68.15

 YAv. xᵛāstrā- in Yt 19.67 name of a 
river  which flows into Lake Hāmūn in 
Sīstān, possibly  today’s river Xāšrūd

Avestan – Phonology, Part 2 5

 haraxᵛaitī- Vd 1.12 instead of 
expected *haraŋᵛhaitī-, Av. name 
of Arachosia;  Ved. sárasvatī-

Instead of huu̯-:

Instead of -hu̯- > YAv. -ŋᵛh-:



Regional dialectal features in the language of the Avesta

 Av. ańiia-, OP aniya- /ania̯-/,  Ved. anyá-
 Av. hauruua-, OP haruva- /haru̯a-/, Ved. /sárva-/
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OP influence: PrIr. -i̯-, -u̯- after a consonant or between vowels > -ii-̯, -uu̯-, 
written -ii-, -uu- in the Av. script



Local dialect influence in Av. mss.

ī instead of ū in mss. copied in Kerman and Yazd from 1700 CE:
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Ms. K4, copied in Kerman
in 1723 CE
fol. 93r6: vīδuuā mraōtī

Ms. K4 fol. 90r10:
yaϑā ahī vairiiō



Location of Dunhuang on the Silk Road



MOGAO CAVES, DUNHUANG
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DUNHUANG CAVE 16, 1907
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With entrance door 
to Cave 17 on the right



DUNHUANG CAVE 17, 1908
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Paul Pelliot in the library 
cave (Cave 17), 1908



THE ZARATHUSTRA FRAGMENT, BRITISH LIBRARY
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Ms. Or. 8212



Line 1 of the Zarathustra Fragment

[ ʾrt]mwxšt myštʾy wštʾy wštʾʾy
[ǝrt]ǝmwaxšt meštī uštāy uštāy]

Resegmented: 
[ʾrt]m w xštm yštʾy wštʾ ywštʾʾy
[ǝrtǝm wa(xu) (wa)xǝštǝm ištī uštā yuštāy]

Avestan: ašə̣m vohū vahištəm astī uštā astī
Good Truth is best. It is according to wish,
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Line 2 of the Zarathustra Fragment

ʾštwxmʾy twrtʾy ʾxwštʾyrtm
[ǝštuxmāy turtāy ǝxuštāyǝrtǝm]

Resegmented: 
ʾšt wxmʾ yt wrtʾy ʾxwštʾy rtm
[ǝšta uxmāy yat urtāy ǝxuštāy ǝrtǝm] 

Avestan: uštā ahmāi hiiat̰ ašạ̄i vahištāi ašə̣m
according to wish for the one here, (for) 
truth (is) for best truth.
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Dialectal phonetic feature;

Sogd. wrtʾy [urtāy]
vs. Av. ašạ̄i


