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Canonical order of constituents (in all-new contexts)

|H

“Neutral” word-order in all-new contexts: S - O - V (common opinion)

More precisely, Skjeerve 2009 posits: S- ADV-DO-10-V

But see the agnosticism voiced by Hale 2017
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Clitics

“Wackernagel’s Law”: Enclitics surface at the 2" position of the clause, often
violating the canonical order of constituents

Sentential (1), pronominal (2) and emphatic (3) clitics (for this classification see
Hale 2008)
(1) asam at vahistam yazamaide “Further, we worship best asa-” (OAv., Y 37.4)

(2) tgm moi dgstuugm daénadiidi frauuaoca “This capability proclaim to my
Daéna/vision” (OAv., Y 46.7)

(3) na zi casmaini viiadarasam “1 have just now seen with (my) eye” (OAv., Y
45.8)
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Nominal sentences
Gapping of the copula (ah- ‘to be’) in 3rd person is the norm:
huué damais drujoé hunus
“he (is) a son of the creator of Deceit” (OAv., Y 51.10)

Not only in the third person:

mizdam ... yehiia tu daBram
“the reward, of which you (are) the source® (OAv., Y 34.13)
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Nominal sentences

ah- as verbum existentiae

yoi anhara=ca hanti=ca
REL.NOM.SG.M  be.PF.3pPL=and be.Prs.3PL=and
“those who have existed and who exist” (OAv., Y 51.22)
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Clausal coordination

Sentence connector: =ca “and”
Additive/adversative conjunction: at “and, then, furthermore, but”
Disjunction: =va “or”

Correlative con- and disjunction: X=ca Y=ca “both X and Y”, X=va
Y=va “either X or Y”, noit ... naébda “neither ... nor”

Conjunctive adverbs: a8a ‘so, thus’, dat ‘then’, ...
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Subordination: multifunctional OAv. hiiat / YAv. yat

Formally = REL.NOM/ACC. SG.N

Temporal clause:

yat heé tanus hiskuui bauuat pascaéta ...
when DEM.GEN body.NOM.F dry.NOM.F become.PRS.SUBJ.35G  then

“When his body has become dry, then ... (V 9.31)

Consecutive clause:

yat yauuo pourus bauuat
so.that barley.NnoM.M much.NOM.M become.PRs.SUBJ.35G

“so that the barley become copious” (V 3.32)
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Multifunctional OAv. hiiat / YAv. yat (cont.)

Complementizer:

tat ahmai jasat aiiaptam yat hé puBro  us.zaiiata
COMP DEM.DAT son.NOM be.born.PRS.INJ.35SG.MID

“that boon came to him that a son was born to him” (Y 9.4)
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Further subjunctions

hiiat / yat is complemented by and partly alternates with more specific
subjunctions, e.g.:

yada [/ yada ‘when’
yaBa / yaBa ‘so that, as’
yauuat ‘as long as’

YAv. yezi ‘if’

etc.
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Correlative structures

Adverbial clause and matrix clause
yala ... aba “as ... thus”

at ... hiiat “then ... when”
Relative clause and matrix clause

o

ya ... ahmai who ... to him”

tang ... yoi “those ... who”
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Gapping of correlative pronoun
mazda dadat ahuré ... vanhaus vazduuara
Mazda.NoMm give.PRS.35G  Ahura.NOM good.GEN.SG.N  fat.ACC.SG

mananho [*ahmai ya hoi
thinking.GEN.SG.N [*dem.DAT.SG.M]  REL.NOM.SG.M DEM.GEN.SG
mainiit Siila66anais=ca uruua@o

intention.INS.SG action.INs.PL.=and ally.NOm

“Ahura Mazda gives the fat of good thinking [to him] who is his ally through (his)
intention and his acts” (OAv., Y 31.21)
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Relative clauses: incorporation of antecedent

ya méi  viduud vaocat
REL.NOM.SG.M  |.DAT  knowing.NOM.SG.M tell.AOR.SUBJ.3SG

haiBim mqBram
true.Acc.sc.M formula.ACC.5G.M

“The knowing one, who will tell me the true formula” (OAv., Y 31.6)

Avestan — Morphosyntactic structures, Part 3

13



Gz

GEORG-AUGUST-UNIVERSITAT
GOTTINGEN

Relative clauses: case attraction

In relative clauses with gapped copula, relative pronouns may agree with
their referent noun/pronoun in case:

y3 méi  viduud vaocat
REL.NOM.SG.M  |.DAT  knowing.NOM.SG.M tell.AOR.SUBJ.3SG

haiBim mqOBram yim hauruuatato
true.Acc.sG.M formula.ACC.SG.M REL.ACC.SG.M Wwholeness.GEN

“the knowing one who tells me the true formulation, which is the one of
wholeness [...] ” (Y 31.6) = not: yo (REL.NOM.SG.M)
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Relative clauses with gapped copula

Introducing adpositions:

azam yo ahuré mazda
.NOM REL.NOM.SG.M Ahura.NOM.SG.M Mazda.NOM.SG.M

“I, Ahura Mazda” (YAv., Y 19.6 etc.)

“Explanative” function?

tais siia6Banais yais vahistais
DEM.INS.PL.N action.INS.PL.N  REL.INS.PL.N best.INS.PL.N

“by means of these actions, (namely) the best ones” (OAv., Y 35.4)
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Relative clauses with gapped copula (cont.)

Marking specificity:

karsuuara yat arazahi “the continent Arazahi” (*The continent which is
A.)

With incorporation of antecedent:

yo yimo xsaéto “splendid Yima”

YAv. yat (NOM/ACC.SG.N) as relative particle, unmarked for case:

puBram yat pourusaspahe
SON.ACC.SG.M  REL PouruSaspa.GEN
“the son of Pourusaspa” (Yt 5.18)
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