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The Standard Greek Alphabet

A
B
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a
B
Y
6
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aAda alpha
Brita beta
Yappa gamma
Séhta delta

€ P\ov epsilon
{fta zeta

Ata eta

Ofta theta
Wta iota
KAmma kappa
Aa(p)Bda la(m)bda

uo mu

M © IO O

v € X g < -4

\

vU nu

&et (§0) xi

0 ULKpOV omicron
net (m) pi

p® rho
olypa/olypa sigma (also C/c)
tad tau

0 YoV upsilon
et (d1) phi

XeU (x0) chi

et (Y1) psi

W péya omega
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Other letters

F

Q
S
7

digamma or wau
koppa

stigma

san or sampi
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Further Signs and Conventions

lota subscript Further diacritical signs
anw diaeresis " : e.g. 6ailw
Accents coronis " : e.g. TaUTO (= 10 aUTO)
acute " :e.g.q, £, 0, ai, ol

grave ' :e.g. &, U, ai, ol (only on the final syllable of ~ Standard punctuation marks

a word) Period .

circumflex ": e.g. @, al, ® (only on long vowels or Comma,

diphthongs) High dot - (roughly English ; and :)
. Question mark ; (English ?)

Breathings

~

- , ) ) : Apostrophe ’ (for elided vowels)
rough (spiritus asper) " : e.g. 0poc, alTn, N

~

smooth (spiritus lenis) " : e.g. 6pog, avtN, N
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Quick Phonetic Details

All consonant graphemes represent a single phoneme,
except § /ks/, ¥ /ps/, T/sd/

/h/ (only word initial in Attic), is expressed by the rough
breathing

The grapheme y represents [g], but [n] before vy, k, x :
e.g. ouyyevnc [syngené:s] ‘akin’
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Quick Phonetic Details

The Attic vowel triangle (with graphemes):

front central back
s N
~ ~

\ high/close

~

mid

<

Y/ low/open
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Quick Phonetic Details

/a/ and /a:/, both written a
/i/ and /i:/, both written t
/y/ and /y:/, both written v

Three e-sounds /e/, /e:/, /€:/, written g, €L, n
Three o-sounds /o/, /o:/, /2:/, written o, ou, W
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Quick Phonetic Details

7 ‘normal’ diphthongs: ai, *€t, ot, ut, au, v, *ou
6 long diphthongs: q, n, w, auv, nu, wu
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The Earliest Records: Linear B

Writing system:
syllabograms

V:/a/, /e/, i/, /o], Ju/
CV: /ka/, /ke/, /ki/, [ko/, [ku/, etc.

logograms y 6 VAP, Mgt e R B 2 B A o e
L P TAQWTY THA Tt koA ¥ T
_\‘TF.? ”’3@ ‘kaa(FHJLZ{}!
E.g.: Tag4|
MRMX ti-ri-po-de (tpimode)’tripods’ (nom. dual.) PY Ta 641
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The Earliest Records: Linear B

Complications:
No signs for voiced and aspirated plosives (e.g. /g/, /k"/)
CCV syllables
— either by empty vowels: ti-ri-po-de tpi-mo-6¢
— by leaving out C (especially s + obstruent): pe-mo onép-po ‘seed’
CVC/VC syllables
— final C usually not represented: pe-mo onep-po
— word-final consonants (/n/, /r/, /s/) ignored: we-ke gep-ync ‘made

U
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Alphabetic Writing in Greece

Phoenician lonia Athens Corinth Argos Crete Euboea  Modern Phoenician lonia  Athens Corinth Argos Crete Euboea  Modern

« A A A A A A Aa 4 MN PN PN PN PN PN Nv
4 B B Il C PB B B * % I £ £ X E
AT A KCPM A L Ty © 0 0O 0O O O O Oo
a A A A D A D Ad 7 S L LU LU L LN L § € -
3 NE RE B RE RE RE Es 1 M M M M
 § R R RF R R Fyf P @ @ @ 9 ? 9 Q9
I I I I I I I z¢ 4 PO PR PR PR P P Pp
HB Hy w 2 S g S o
= HE HB HE HB HB x T T T T T T Tt
R 00 0 O® OR O B® 00 VY ¥V YV YV ¥V YV Yo
A I 1 £ 1 S 1 It $ @ & 9 ¢ D
¥ K K K K K K Kk X X X X YV Xy
¢ MA 2 M F ML A l YV YV Vv ¥ L 4 Sou.rce: Layvrence Lo,
vv' MM MM MM MM MM MM M m Q Qo ancientscripts.com

TT LR
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An Example of Epichoric Script: Gortyn Law Code
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o1 EvdiKov EpEV. vac. TAp Ta-
[T]pd1[3]kov omruieban aBeAmi-

81 1O ToTpOS TOV IOVTOV TOL
mpety[i]oTor. ol 8¢ ka mAies wat-
poIdKol 1ovT KadeAm[o]i T8 mwa-
Tpds, [T]81 EmmperyioTor omui-
8. od 8¢ ka pE 1ovn &deAmio-
i 16 wla]tpos, vited B éks adeA-
modv, omuieban &1 A1 [E]s TS -
peryloTd. ol 8¢ xa mAies 16vT-

1 TaTpdIGKOl Kuifes EKg abe-
Amdy, &AAG1 omruieBon TE Em-

1 181 & [T]6 wpery[i]oTs. piav &
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Old Attic and Euclides’ Reform

"ESo&ev T} BoUAR Kal T Anpw
‘The Council and People have decided’
EAOXZEN TEI BOAEI KAI TOI AEMOI =

EAOZEN THI BOAHI KAI TQI AHMQI {
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