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‘Greek’

Herodotus, Histories 8.144.2: The Athenians give the
reasons why they would never betray Greece: first, the
images and temples of the gods, whose destruction by the
Persians require vengeance; aUtic ¢ td EAANVIKOV €0V
OUOLUOV TE KOl OHOYAwooov Kol Be@v I6pUHaTA TE KOV
kol Buoial Bed te opoTpoOTAL.

Xenophon, Anabasis 7.3.25: Xenophon says something in
the presence of Seuthes, King of the Odrysians in Thrace:
‘When Seuthes heard the sound of his voice, he asked the
cupbearer what he was saying. And the cupbearer told
him: éAAnvilew yap nniotato.’
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Dialects of the Archaic and Classical Periods

Hesiod (Fr. 9 M-W): “And from Hellen, the war-loving king,
were born Dorus and Xuthus, and Aeolus who delighted in the
battle-chariot”

West Greek: Doric (Saronic, Argolis, Laconian/Messenian,
Insular, Cretan), Northwest Greek (Phocis, Locris, Achaea,
Elis)

Attic-lonic: Attic, lonic (Euboean, Central lonic, Eastern
lonic)

Aeolic: Thessalian, Boeotian, Lesbian

Arcado-Cypriot: Arcadian, Cypriot

[Pamphylian: Southern Asia Minor]
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Dialects of the Archaic and Classical Periods
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Types of Difference
Phonology, e.g.:

Generally Greek long & (pndatnp), but lon.-Att. n (LATNpP), except in
Att. after g, , p (Att. xwpa; lon. xwpn)

-ti/-ot: West Gr. £xovtl ‘they have’; Myc. e-ko-si (Exoval), Arc.
gxovol, Att.-lon. €xouaol, Lesb. Exolol

Generally Greek -oo- (BdAacoa), but some dialects (Att., Boeotian,
Euboean) -tt- (BdAatta)

Morphology, e.g.:
15t p. act. plur. ending: West Greek -uec; other dialects -pev
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Types of Difference

Lexicon, e.g.:

lon.-Att. yiyveoBaut ‘be/become’, Lac. Dor. teA€belv; lon.-Att.
gEpxeoBal ‘go’, Lac. Dor. Epmelv

Syntax, e.g.:
Attic: Aéyewv ot (Att.) / wc (lon.) ‘say that ...’

Genitive of ‘time within which’: 6éka nuep®v ‘within ten days’, but
more usually in Cretan Doric inscriptions with a preposition, év
TolC TpLol apépals (Gortyn Law Code 1.6)
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West Greek and East Greek

Generally Greek long a (patnp), but lon.-Att. n (LATNP), except in Att.
after g, (, p (Att. xywpa; lon. xwpn)

-ti/-ou: West Gr. €xovtl ‘they have’; Myc. e-ko-si (€xovol), Arc. £xovol,
Att.-lon. €xoual, Lesb. €xolol

Generally Greek -oo- (BdAacoa), but some dialects (Att., Boeotian,
Euboean) -tt- (BdAatta)
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West Greek and East Greek

Partial tree from G. Horrocks, Greek: A History of the Language and its
Speakers (Oxford, 2" ed. 2010), 16:

Common Greek

West Greek East Greek

| |

| | | |
Pelop. Doric  NW Greek Attic-lonic  Arcado-Cypriot

ti:]r]c | I | I ’_L l_l;

Megarian etc. Phocian etc.  Attic etc. Arcadian etc.

Ancient Greek — Introduction, Part 3

10



GEORG-AUGUST-UNIVERSITAT
] GOTTINGEN

Cretan Doric: Gortyn Law Code (ll, 46-51)
.. ol K &vép [k]al yv|va Sakp[ilvov[tlat, T f& alOTag £xev,
&TL £kova’ £ TI|&p TOV &vdpa, Kal TO Kapmd T|aVVEHTVAY,

ol K’ €1 £¢ TOV FOIV aUTEC KPEPATOV, KOTL | K EVUTIAVEL

T [Epivalv dte | KEL, Kal TEVTE oTaTEPAVC,

‘.. if a man and wife are divorced, she is to keep her own
property, whatever she had when she came to her husband,
and half of the produce if there be any, from her own property,
and half of whatever she may have woven inside, whatever
there may be, and five staters’

11
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Cretan Doric: Gortyn Law Code (ll, 46-51)

.. ol K &vEp [K]ai yulva Staxp[iJvov[t]al, Ta fo aldTag Exev,
&t £xovo’ Ele TT|ap TOV &vBpa, Kal TO kapmd T|aVVEHIVAY,
ol K’ €L £¢ TOV FO|V aUTEC KPERATOV, KOTL | K EVUTIAVEL
Tav [Epivalv dr | K'EL, Kol TTEVTE OTATEPAVC,
Not all letters from the standard alphabet are used: avép (avrp), t© kapmo (cf.
lon.-Att. -ov), KPEMATOV (XpNHATWV)
Psilotic: att (lon.-Att. atwa)
Preservation of a: yuva, avtdg, évumtavel (aor. subj. évudaivw: lon.-Att. Evudnvn)

Preservation of /w/: ga, g6v (< *swa/swon (cf. Latin suus))
Secondary intervocalic and final vo preserved: €kovoa (= lon.-Att. Exovoa < *-ont-

ya), oTATEPAVC
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Cretan Doric: Gortyn Law Code (ll, 46-51)
.. ol K &vEp [K]ai yulva Staxp[iJvov[t]al, Ta fo aldTag Exev,
&TL £kovo’ ELe TT|ap TOV &vdpa, Kail TO KapTd Tléwépfvdv,
ol K’ £ £¢ TOV FO|V aUTEC KPEUATOV, KOTL | K EVUTIGVEL
Tav [Epivalv dr | K'EL, Kol TTévTE OTATEPAVC,

gxev (cf. Attic Exewv)

atu with only first part inflected (= dtwa)
nap (= mopa)

£C TOV = €€ before consonants

k(o) for av
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Lesbian Aeolic: Sappho, fr. 16

ol pév mmAwv otpdtov ot 6¢ méodwy  Some say an army of horsemen, others

ol 8¢ véwv baio’ £l yav péhotvay Say foot soldiers, still others say a fleet
Is the finest thing on the dark earth.

Eupeval kaAAlotov, Eyw 8& KAV OT- L
HH BV L | say it is whatever one loves.

Tw TLC EpaTal’
Psilosis: oi, inmAwv

Recessive accentuation: vawv ‘ships’ (Attic ve®v)
Word-internal { spelled as 66 (?)
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Lesbian Aeolic: Sappho, fr. 16

ol ptv inmAwv otpdtov ot 8¢ néadwv  Some say an army of horsemen, others
Say foot soldiers, still others say a fleet

Is the finest thing on the dark earth.
| say it is whatever one loves.

ol 6€ vawv ¢alo’ émi yav pélavav
EUMEVOL KAAALOTOV, Eyw &€& KAV’ OT-
Tw TLC EpaTal’

Preservation of a: vawv, yav

Lack of contraction after loss of g: inmAwv (<*inMnngwv), Att. inmewv (from
trreve ‘horseman’)

Treatment of r: otpotov (cf. otpdatov)

Treatment of ns: ¢paiol < *phansi <*pha-nti
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Lesbian Aeolic: Sappho, fr. 16

ol pév mmAwv otpdtov ot 6¢ méodwy  Some say an army of horsemen, others

ol 8¢ véwv baio’ £l yav péhotvay Say foot soldiers, still others say a fleet
Is the finest thing on the dark earth.

Eupeval kaAAlotov, Eyw 8& KAV OT- L
HH BV L | say it is whatever one loves.

Tw TLC EpaTal’

Athematic infinitive &upevat (=elvat) (elsewhere in Aeol. —pev)
kijvo ‘that’ (lon. kelvo) < *ke-y-h;eno-
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