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Morphological Type

Greek is a fusional language (some agglutination)
E.g. in verbs, -w = 1st person, singular, active voice, non-past tense

Greek morphology is flexional
Verbs ending in -w (thematic) vs. -uL (athematic)

Main morphological device: suffixation (some prefixation)
Ablaut (this presentation: derivation)
Reduplication (part 4: verb)
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Roots and Suffixes

Root: most basic form conveying (some) lexical meaning.
YAUK- ‘sweet’

Stem = root + suffix(es); more precise semantic / syntactic meaning
YAUK-U-C ‘sweet’
10 YAglk-o¢ ‘sweet wine’
YAUK-aiv-w ‘sweeten’
Flexional endings usually attached to a suffixed stem

Ancient Greek — Morphology, Part 1



GEORG-AUGUST-UNIVERSITAT
] GOTTINGEN

Roots and Suffixes

Root: most basic form conveying (some) lexical meaning.
YAUK- ‘sweet’

Stem = root + suffix(es); more precise semantic / syntactic meaning
YAUK-U-C ‘sweet’
10 YAglk-o¢ ‘sweet wine’ Ablaut
YAUK-aiv-w ‘sweeten’
Flexional endings usually attached to a suffixed stem
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Ablaut / Apophony

Ablaut: usually in combination with other morphological markers

lengthened e-grade full e-grade zero-grade
no-tRp ‘father’ acc. ma-tép-a gen. Ta-TP-0¢
lengthened o-grade full o-grade

a-na-twp ‘fatherless’ acc. A-ma-top-a

contrast, without ablaut
ow-TAp ‘saviour’ acc. ow-Tip-a gen. ow-tip-o¢
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Derivation

Productive suffixes: two examples

Result nouns (nomina rei actae) to transitive verbs: root plus -pa :
nAdopa ‘dough’ (mAattw ‘knead, shape’, root mAaB-)
npdyua ‘deed; thing’ (mpdattw ‘accomplish’, root mpay-)

Adjectival abstracts: add -tn¢ to adj. stem
TILKPOTNG ‘bitterness’ (mkpoc)
Bpadutnc ‘slowness’ (Bpaduc)
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Derivation

Deletion of base-final -o- and -a/n- before vowel-initial suffixes

d0Aoc¢ ‘ruse’
> §0A-10¢ ‘wily’
> §oA-gpo¢ ‘wily’
> §0NO-€LC -e00Q -€V, gen. -evtog ‘wily’ (*-went-)
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The ‘Caland System’

‘Caland system’: suffix substitution in compounds

Avestan:
darazi.rada- ‘with firm chariot’ vs.
darazra- “firm’
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The ‘Caland System’

‘Caland system’: suffix substitution in compounds
Homeric Greek:

NMUKL-uNOdn¢ ‘of cunning counsel’ vs.
TIUKVOG ‘dense, cunning’
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The ‘Caland System’

‘Caland system’: suffix substitution in compounds
TIUKL-UN6NC ‘of cunning counsel’ vs. mukvog ‘dense; cunning’

suffix substitution in other derivations:
nN6-U¢ ‘pleasant, tasty’
N6-iwv (comp.), N6-totog (superl.)
10 N&-0¢ ‘pleasure, advantage’, peA-nd-A¢ ‘honey-sweet’
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The ‘Caland System’

‘Caland system’: suffix substitution in compounds

’

TIUKL-UN6NC ‘of cunning counsel’ vs. mukvog ‘dense; cunning

suffix substitution in other derivations:
nN6-U¢ ‘pleasant, tasty’
N6-iwv (comp.), N6-totog (superl.)
10 N&-0¢ ‘pleasure, advantage’, peA-nd-A¢ ‘honey-sweet’
Néw ‘to please, give delight’
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Prefixes

Prefixes turn nouns into compounds (> Morphology, Part 2)
Examples of exocentric compounds

Q- ‘un-’
oB¢évocg ‘force’ (n.) > &-06evn¢ ‘weak’ (adj.)
duo- ‘bad-’
HEvog ‘spirit, energy’ (n.) > Suo-pevnc ‘hostile’ (adj.)
gv- ‘good-, fair-’
nupyocg ‘rampart’ (m.) > eOnupyocg ‘with good ramparts’ (adj.)
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