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Roadmap

Declension
General topics: Categories, Gender, Noun vs. Adjective
Special case: three often-confused nominal paradigms

Ancient Greek — Morphology, Part 3



GEORG-AUGUST-UNIVERSITAT
] GOTTINGEN

Categories and Declension Types

Categories in AGr. declension system:
Three genders (m. f. n.)
Three numbers (sg. du. pl.)
Four cases (nom. acc. gen. dat.) + vocative

3 types of declension with separate fusional case endings:
15t declension: a-stems
2"d declension: o-stems
3"d declension: mixed (stems in consonant or -i-, -u-)
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Gender and Declension

Correlation between gender and declension:
3rd declension stems can be m., f. or n.
o-stems with nom. -o¢ are mostly m. (sometimes f., e.g. | 6060¢)
o-stems with nom. = acc. -ov are n.

a-stems with non-sigmatic nom. -@, -a, -n are f.

a-stems with sigmatic nom. -a¢, -ng are m. (type 6 moAitng)
a-stems cannot be n.
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Noun or Adjective?

Noun and adjective declension have identical endings
Unmarked substantivization of adjectives is very common

Nouns may occur as attributes to another noun (apposition)
e.g. talpoc ayeAapxnc ‘bull that leads the herd’

Some words have only one gender and are technically nouns, but
they function as adjectives:

UNKAc -&doc f. adj. in Hom. punkddec aiyeg ‘bleating goats’
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Gender Assignment

Words denoting animate beings follow natural gender:
e.g. 0 Bolc ‘ox’ vs. R Bolc ‘cow’
0 Bg0c¢ ‘god’ vs. 1) Beo¢ ‘goddess’

Mass nouns are often n.: 10 Uéwp ‘water’, 10 ok®p ‘dung’
But contrast e.g. 0 papabocg ‘sand’, 0 TnAO6G ‘mud, clay’

Abstracts/concepts are often f.: n ¢pAotNnC ‘love’, n codla ‘wisdom’
But contrast e.g. t0 taxog ‘speed’
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3"d Declension: the Endings

Nom.

Acc.
Gen.
Dat.
Voc.

m./f.
-G, '¢

-a, -V

Singular

S S

Plural
m./f. n
-€G -a
%
-a¢, *-ns -Q
-WV
-oL
-€G -Q
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3d declension: adjectives in *-es-

Mostly in compounds, including personal names:

Singular Plural
m./f. n. m./f. n.
Nom. EVUUEVNAC EVUUEVEC €UMEVEIC < -€£C gVUMEVR < -€a
Acc. gVUEVA < -€a EUUEVEC EUMEVELC << -€0¢  €UMEV < -€al
Gen. gUeEVOUC < -£€0¢ gUUEVRV < -EWV
Dat. EVMEVET < -£L geUEVEDL < -€00L
Voc. EVUUEVEC = nom.
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3d declension: adjectives in *-es-

Lenition and loss of intervocalic *s > h, followed by contractions

Singular Plural
m./f. n. m./f. n.
Nom. EVUUEVNAC EVUUEVEC €UMEVEIC < -€£C gVUMEVR < -€a
Acc. gvpevii < -€a EUUEVEC EUMEVELC << -€0¢  €UMEV < -€al
Gen. gupevoilg < -€0¢ gUUEVOIV < -EWV
Dat. eVUEVEL < -€1 geVUEVEDL < -€001
Voc. EVUUEVEC = nom.
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15t declension: masculine nouns in *-g-

*-3- > Attic n (subtype moAitng) unless g, |, p precedes

Nom.

Acc.
Gen.
Dat.
Voc.

Singular
m.
TIOALTNG
TIoALTNV
TIoAitou
TIOALTN
TIOALTN

VEQWVLOC
VEQVLOV
VEQVLOU
veaviq
veavia

Plural

m.
TLOATTOL
TtoAltag
TLOALT(OV
TIOALTOLG
TtoATTOL
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15t declension: masculine nouns in *-g-

|ldentical to the type eOpevnc only in nom. sg. moAitng

Singular Plural

m. m.
Nom. TMoAltng veaviag TOATtal  veaviol
Acc. moAltnv veaviav ToAltac veaviag
Gen. ToAltou veaviou TIOALTOV  veavidv
Dat. ToAltn  veaviq TIOALTOULG  veavialg

Voc. TMoAltn  veavia TMoATtal  veavial
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3d declension: stems in -gu¢

masculine personal names or occupations (YaAkeU¢ ‘smith’)

Nom.
Acc.
Gen.
Dat.
Voc.

sg.
Hom.
XOAKEVC
XOoAKR L
XOAKROG
XOAKRAL
XOAKED

earlier
*-eus

pl.

Hom. earlier
XOAKN EC *-éues
XaAKR oG *-éuas
XOAAKAWV *-éuon
XoAkelot *-eusi

= nom.
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3d declension: stems in -gu¢

masculine personal names or occupations (YaAkeU¢ ‘smith’)

sg. pl.

Hom. Att. Hom. Att.
Nom. XaAKeUC > XOAKEUC XOAKAEG > XAAKAC, >> YAAKELQ
Acc. XOAKRa > XOAKEQ XOAAKAOG > XaAKNC, >> XAAKELC
Gen.  YOAKNOGC > XOAKEWC XaAKAWvV > XOAKEWV
Dat. XOAKAT — >> YOoAKEL XoAkelol = xaAkebol

Voc. XoAKeD  YaAKeD = nom.
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Three frequent types of men’s names

JWKPATNG, gen. -oug type e0pevnc (37 decl. compounded adj.)
From ntr. in -o¢ (Zwkpdtng = whose kpatog ‘might’ is o@¢ ‘sound’)

AAKLBLAONC, gen. -ou type moAitng (1t decl. compound/simplex)
Frequently in patronymics (AAKLBL-adn¢ = son of AAk{BLog)

AXWAEUC, gen. -EwWG (3 decl., simplicia)
Usually hypocoristics (shortened name forms)
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