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Categories of the Greek verb

Greek verbal system: five categories expressed
Tense/aspect-stem
Voice: active vs. middle (vs. passive)
Mood, person and number: finite forms only

Primary vs. secondary endings
Indicative forms are marked for tense (indic. | vs. Il)
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Sample paradigm: AVw (active)

Indicative |
Indicative Il
Subjunctive
Optative
Imperative
Infinitive
Participle

Present Aorist Perfect

AW
E\uov
AVw
AUoLut
AU¢e
AVeLv
AVwvV

AéAuka
E\voa  €AeAUKN
AUow AEAUKW
Aot AgAUKOLLL
ADoov
ADoalL  AeAukéval
AVooC  AeAUKWC
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Future

AVow

AVooLult

AVOELV
AVowvV
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Verbal stem-formation

Greek verbal paradigms based on 4 tense-aspect stems:
Present stem (imperfective aspect), e.g.  Aue/o-

Aorist stem (perfective aspect) Auvo- (+ AuBn-)
Perfect stem (stative Aktionsart) AeAUK- (+ AgAu-)
Future stem (future tense) Avoe/o- (+ AuBnoeg/o-)

Additional derived stems, e.g. past iterative in -oke/o-, redupl. aor.
Only in epic Greek (and lonic); lost in Attic Greek

Ancient Greek — Morphology, Part 4



GEORG-AUGUST-UNIVERSITAT
] GOTTINGEN

Verbal stem-formation

Morphological devices in verbal stem formation:
Mainly suffixation, e.g. -o- (aor./fut., act./midd.)
-On- (aor./fut. pass.)
-k- (perf. act.)
Reduplication: both in derivation and inflection
The augment:
prefix €- or lengthening of stem-initial /V-/
Attic: obligatory marker of indicative Il
Original function disputed (temporal or pragmatic/aspectual?)
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Sample paradigm: AVw (active)

Indicative |
Indicative Il
Subjunctive
Optative
Imperative
Infinitive
Participle

Present Aorist Perfect

ADw
E\uov
AW
AVoLut
AUeg
AUELV
AVwv

AéAuKa
E\voa  €AeAUKN
AUow AEAUKW
AVooLput  AgAUKOLLL
ADoov
ADoaL  AsAukeval
AUoac  AeAuKkwg
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Future

AVow

AVooLulL

AVoeswv
AUowvV
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Sample paradigm: AVw (active)

Indicative |
Indicative Il
Subjunctive
Optative
Imperative
Infinitive
Participle

Present Aorist Perfect

ADw
E\uov
AW
AVoLut
AUeg
AUELV
AVwv

AéAuKa
E\voa  €AeAUKN
AVow AEAUKW
AVoopt  AgAUKoLLLL
AOoov
ADoal  AsAukéval
AVoOC  AEAUKWCG
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Future

AVow

AUgoLul

AVoewv
AVowv
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Sample paradigm: AVw (active)

Indicative |
Indicative Il
Subjunctive
Optative
Imperative
Infinitive
Participle

Present Aorist Perfect

ADw
E\uov
AW
AVoLut
AUeg
AUELV
AVwv

AEAUKQL
E\voa  €AeAUKN
AVow AEAUKW
AVoatut  AgAUKoLuL
ADoov
ADoal  AeAukeval
AVooc  AeAUKWC
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Future

AVoWw

AVootpL

AVoELWV
AVoWwV
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Sample paradigm: AVw (active)

Indicative |
Indicative Il
Subjunctive
Optative
Imperative
Infinitive
Participle

Present Aorist Perfect

ADw
E\uov
AW
AVoLut
AUeg
AUELV
AVwv

AEAUKQ
E\voa  €AEAUKN
AVow AEAUKW
AVoatut  AgAUkout
ADoov
ADoal  AgAukeval
AVoac  AgAUKwC
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Future
AVow

AUooLul

AVoELV
AVowvV
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Sample paradigm: AVw (active)

Indicative |
Indicative Il
Subjunctive
Optative
Imperative
Infinitive
Participle

Present Aorist Perfect

ADw
€\uvov
AW
AVoLut
AUeg
AUELV
AVwv

AéAuKa
g\voa  €AeAUKN
AUow AEAUKW
AVooLput  AgAUKOLLL
ADoov
ADoaL  AsAukeval
AUoac  AeAuKkwg
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Future
AVow

AVooLulL

AVoeswv
AUowvV
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Voice

Voice: active vs. medio-passive:
pres. act. A\Uw ‘I am releasing’ (S = agent)
pres. mid.-pass. AVopat ‘I am releasing’ (S = affected, agent)
or: ‘I am being released’ (S = affected, patient)

Morphological passive only in aorist and future stems:

Aor. act. EAvoa ‘I released’ (S = agent)
Aor. mid. éAvocapunv ‘I released’ (S = affected, agent)
Aor. pass. EAUBNv ‘I was released’ (S = affected, patient)
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Sample paradigm: AVw (active)

Present Aorist Perfect Future
Indicative | ADw AéAuKa AUow
Indicative Il E\vov  EAvoca  éAeAUkKn
Subjunctive AW AUow AEAUKW
Optative AVowut  Avoatpt  AsAUKoLpL AUooLuL
Imperative AUe ADoov
Infinitive AUELWV ADoalL  AeAukeéval AUoewv

Participle AVwvV AVooCc  AeAUKWC AUowvV
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Sample paradigm: Avopat (middle)

Present Aorist Perfect
Indicative | AUopal AéAupal
Indicative Il g\vounv  €Aluvoaunv g\eAb NV
Subjunctive Awpat  AVowpot AeAULEVOC B
Optative Avolpunv  Avooiunv AeAupévog einv
Imperative AUou ADoot AéA\uco
Infinitive AUecBal  AvocaoBal AeAUoOat

Participle AUOUEVOC AUOCQUEVOC AeAUEVOC
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Future
AUoopo

Avooiunv

AVoeoBat
AUOOUEVOC
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Sample paradigm: AUopal (passive)

Present Aorist Perfect Future
Indicative | AUopal AEAU L AuvBnoopat
Indicative Il g\vounv  €AUOnv g\eAbpunV
Subjunctive Abwpal AVO® AeAupEVOC M
Optative Avolpnv  AuBeinv AeAvpévog einv AuBnooipnv
Imperative AUou AUONnTL AéA\uco
Infinitive AVecBal  AuBfivan AeAUoBal AuvOnosocOou

Participle Auopevoc AuBeic AeAUEVOC AvOnoopevog
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Reduplication
Reduplication: productive in conjugation only in perfect stem
/Ce-/ with onsets /C-/ (except r) or /CR-/

AELTT- > A&-Aourt-a ‘I have left’ (o-grade root)
BAn- > BE-BAn-pat ‘I have been hit’
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Reduplication
Reduplication: productive in conjugation only in perfect stem
/e-/ with onsets /T,T,-/ or /sT-/, [Ts-/ or [r-/
KTEV- > g-ktov-a ‘I have killed’

opay- > E-odak-tal ‘it has been butchered’
pod- > £-ppart-tal ‘it has been stitched’
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Reduplication
Reduplication: productive in conjugation only in perfect stem
/e-/ with onsets /T,T,-/ or /sT-/, [Ts-/ or [r-/
KTEV- > g-ktov-a ‘I have killed’

obay- > E-odak-tal ‘it has been butchered’ < *se-sp'ag-
pod- > £-ppart-tal ‘it has been stitched’ < *se-srap"-
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Reduplication

Perfect stem: Attic reduplication

In roots with initial /VC-/, copy /VC-/ and lengthen root-initial /V-/

gEAeub- > éA-nAub-a ‘I have come’
ako(u)- > ak-nko-a ‘I have heard’
ap- > Ap-np-€ ‘it fits’

Originally in roots starting with a PIE laryngeal
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Reduplication

Reduplication: otherwise only in derivation

Reduplicated aorist (derived causative stem), productive in Homer

dpad- ‘notice’ > g-ne-ppad-ov ‘I pointed out’ (e-vocalism)
Present stems (not productive): (i-vocalism)

red. root present (athem.) T-0n-ut ‘put’

red. root present (them.) Hi-pv-w HEVW ‘stay’

red. -ske/o- present YL-YVW-0KW ‘recognize’
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