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Consonant phonemes

voiceless  voiced aspirated
. labial /p/ <> /b/ <B> /pM/ <od>
plosives: dental /t/ <> /d/ <&> [t/ <6>

velar  /k/ <x> Jg/ <y> Jkh/ <>

continuants: nasals /m/ <p> /n/ <v>

liquids /r] <p> /[l <A>

dental fricative /s/ <o>

glottal fricative /h/ <> (only word-initial)
affricate(?): dental /dz/ <C> (or rather /sd/?)
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Evidence for realization

Example: voiceless plosives

<0 ¢ x> are aspirated [t" p" k"], <t 1t k> unaspirated [t p k]
Native grammarian terms: 6aoU ‘rough’ vs. PLAov ‘smooth’
In elided prepositions, <t 1t k> become <0 ¢ x> before /h-/:

ad’ alog < *Amo alog
Aspirates borrowed early on as voiceless stops into Latin:
purpura ‘purpur snail’ < mopgpupa
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Geminates

Geminates
All consonants except for /dz/ and /h/ may occur as geminates
Cf. tnog ‘horse’, évvéa ‘nine’
Only /ll/, /mm/, /rr/ and /tt/ are frequent in Cl. Att.

Minimal pairs:

EBaAov (aor.) vs. EBaAAov (impf.)
Bfite ‘go!’ (impv. 2" pl.) vs. BAtte ‘you (pl.) are
coughing’

gékaAUTtTOoUEV ‘We concealed’ vs. EKKQAUTITOUEY ‘We revealed’
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Geminates

Geminates

Often result from internal sandhi (preverbs, compounds)
ENEMW < év-Aeinw
OUOOLTEW < OUV-OLTEW, etc.

Spelling of geminated aspirated plosives: <t0> <> <kx>
Yandw Sappho

Ancient Greek — Phonology, Part 1



GEORG-AUGUST-UNIVERSITAT
] GOTTINGEN

Rho

/r/ and /rr/

/r/ probably realized as an alveolar trill

word-initially <p>, with spiritus asper, or <PH-> in older inscriptions.
Either voiceless [r] or pre-aspirated ["r]

In internal sandhi, <p-> appears as <pp>
pEw ‘to flow’, impf. €-ppeL ‘it flowed’
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Vowels

The Attic vowel triangle (4t c. BCE)

front central back
e S
T -~

/A high/close

mid

V low/open
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Vowels

Vowels: spelling and sources

/y(:)/ <u> fronted from *[u(:)] in the prehistory of Attic-lonic
Ju:/ <ou> has been raised from [o:] in the early 4t c. BCE
/a:/ reflects:

Common Greek [a:] after /e, i, r/

The product of various contractions, crasis or CL 2 and 3
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Vowels

Long mid-vowels: spelling and sources

/€:/ and /2:/ : inherited long vowels
spelled <n>and <w> in the lonic alphabet (Introduction, Part 3)
may alternate with /e/ <e> and /o/ <o> in ablaut (Morphology, Part 1)
/€:/ may also reflect Common Greek /a:/

/e:/ and /u:/ (< [0:]) : secondary long vowels
spelled <e1> and <ou> in the lonic alphabet
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Vowels

Long mid-vowels: spelling and sources

/e:/ <el> and /u:/ <ou>: secondary long vowels

Arose from
1. contraction and CL of short vowels (prehistoric)
gktewva ‘I killed’ < *e-kten-s-a, €yévou ‘you were born’ < *e-gene-o
2. inherited diphthongs /ei/ and /ou/ (6%-5t c. BCE)

<el> and <ou> from source 1. are called ‘spurious diphthongs’
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Diphthongs
Diphthongs: AGr. has only falling diphthongs
Second segment: glide [j] or [v] (allophones of /i, u/)

7 ‘normal’ diphthongs:  /ai/ */ei/ [oi/ /ui/ /au/ /eu/ */ou/
<al> <EL><OoL> <UL>  <OaU> <gu> <ou>
6 long diphthongs: /a:i/ [/ [a:i/ /a:u/ [e:u/ [a:u/
<> <n> <w> <0U> <nU> <WU>
Diphthongs may occur before consonants or vowels:
Aeimel ‘he is leaving’, €in ‘may it be’
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Diphthongs

Long diphthongs occur in:
augmented forms, e.g. nUxeto ‘he prayed/boasted’
forms with crasis, e.g. TaUTO < TO AVTO ‘the same’
Contracted forms, e.g. wén ‘singing’ < dowdn
the dat.sg. endings -a -n -w
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