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Active and Middle-Passive Meanings

Active
napoaokevalel (t1) he prepares (something)

Middle-Passive
napoaokevaletal  he makes (tt something) ready for himself
he gets ready, he prepares himself

he is made ready, he is being prepared (UTt6 TWVOC
‘by someone’)
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Active and Middle, Passive Forms

Pr.

Perf.

Aor.

Fut.

Aw

| release
AéAuka

| have released

EAvoa
| released
AUow

| will release

AVopat
| release (for myself), | am released
AéAvpat

| have released (for myself), | have been released

E\voaunv EAVONV
| rel. (for myself) | was released
AUoopa (AuOnocopat)

| will rel. (for myself) | have been released
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Argument Structure
0 avnp yeAd ‘The man laughs’
(One-participant event; intransitive verb)

0 "Opnpog €noiel ta €mn. ‘Homer composed the verses’
(Two-participant event; object in accusative)

Arel\elc pot; ‘Are you threatening me?’
(Two-participant event; complement in dative)

0 Zevod v Sidwal thv BiBAov T Zwkpdtel ‘Xenophon gives the book to Socrates.’
(Three-participant event; with a direct and an indirect object)
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Passivization

Two-participant events

TA €1tn €moleTto (Umo tod ‘Ounpou) ‘The verses were made (by Homer)
arnetholpal (Umo col) ‘I am being threatened (by you)

6 6& XpuoOC oUTOC ... UTIO AeAd@v kaAéetau Muyddac. (Hdt. 1.14.3)
And this gold is called ‘Gygadas’ by the Delphians.

oikoUol &’ &v pLd Tv viiowv oL PeyaAn, kaAsttal 6 Autapa. (Thuc. 3.88.2)
They live on one of the islands, of modest size, and it is called Lipara.
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Active, Passive, Middle

Two-participant events:
nolw®w (aor. Enoinoa) niotoUpat (aor. €mowdnv) niotoUpal (Emownoaunv)

Causatives:
lotnut ‘make stand, set up’ lotapal ‘(come to) stand’
doBew ‘make afraid, terrify’ dofolpuat ‘be afraid’
neiBw ‘make listen, persuade’ neiBopal ‘listen, obey’

Cf. English ‘John breaks the glass’ versus ‘the glass breaks’
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Deponent Verbs

On-aorists:
BouAopal, aor. £BouAndnv ‘wish’

Sigmatic aorist:

KT, aor. EKTnoapnv ‘acquire’

Voice switch between tenses:
akovw, fut. dkovoopatl ‘hear’
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Direct-Reflexive Meaning

Expressed by middle forms (aor. -unv, fut. —paut)
Limited sets of verbs: AoUw ‘wash’, kelpw ‘cut hair’, koopéw ‘adorn’;
nopookevalw ‘prepare’, yupvalw ‘train’

oUK é\ovoat’ &€ Otourmep &yéveto. (Ar. Plut. 85)
He hasn’t washed himself since he was born.

Otherwise, the direct reflexive pronoun €autov/nv ‘him/herself’ is
used
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Indirect-Reflexive Meaning

Expressed by middle forms (aor. -unv, fut. —pau)
Some middle only verbs: kt@pal, aor. éktnodpnv ‘acquire

I

dExopal, aor. €de€aunv accept

Ao OAupcwv noledvral ottia. (Hdt. 2.36.2)
They make food from a coarse grain. Middle.

ol dotol aAevupa te kol dAdLta €noieuv. (Hdt. 7.119.2)
The townspeople made wheat and barley meal. Active.
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(Change of) Mental State

Causative counterpart:
opyilopal ‘be(come) angry’ (0pyillw ‘make angry’)
doBeopal ‘be(come) afraid’ (boBew ‘make afraid, terrify’)
Deponents: aidcopal ‘respect, be ashamed’, BoUAowuat ‘wish’

Aor.: wpyloBnv ‘was angry’ (‘was made angry’), €popnonv ‘was afraid’
(‘was terrified’), 16€06nv ‘was ashamed, €¢BouAnBnv ‘wished’
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Change of (Physical) State

Causative counterpart:
nopevopal ‘go’ (mopevw ‘make go’)
lotapal ‘stand’ (lotnut ‘make stand’)
Deponents, e.g. Emopat ‘follow’

Aor.: EmopelBnyv, €omouny, €o0tnV
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Other middle-passive meanings

Reciprocal:
pnaxopal, aor. épaxeocapnv ‘fight (each other)’

(Un)intentional mental activity:
Bedopalt, aor. €Beacaunv ‘gaze’

Type of speech:
e0xopat, aor. Quéaunv ‘pray’
d€opat, aor. £6enOnv ‘ask’
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