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Tense

Present tenses: present and perfect indicative
Past tenses: imperfect, aorist indicative and pluperfect
Future tenses: future indicative, future perfect indicative

imperfect T N
. present indicative future indicative
aorist indicative ] Lo
perfect indicative future perfect indicative
pluperfect .
|
past moment of speaking future
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Grammatical Aspect

Imperfective aspect: all forms built on a present stem
An action is presented as incomplete (an action that is ongoing or repeated,
that can conceivably be interrupted), with several component parts being
envisaged.

Perfective (aorist) aspect: all forms built on an aorist stem
An action is presented as a single and complete whole (an action in its
entirety), without any separate ‘component parts’ being envisaged

Perfect aspect: all forms built on a perfect stem

An action is presented as a state, resulting from a preceding completed
action, and often has in view the effects of that action
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Lexical Aspect (Aktionsart)

Telic verbs: verbs which, inherent in their meaning, are directed
towards an end-point: e.g. melbw persuade, d1dwL give, TPEXW i
run towards

Atelic verbs: verbs which are not inherently directed towards an
end-point: yeAdw laugh, tpExw &v run (around in)

A subset of this class consists of so-called stative verbs, verbs which
normally have a prolonged duration and in which no change takes
place over time: e.g. BaoW\eVw be king, d\Ew love, il be.
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Present and Aorist Aspect
glnwpev [AoR.] i oy@uev [PR.]; (Eur. lon 758)

Should we speak up or keep silent?

2Q). Kat vOv 61 toUutwv omotepov BouUAeL oliel, Epwta [PR.] A dmokpivou [PR.]. ::
MNQA. AANG moujow tadta. Kol pot armokpwval [AOR.], w Zwkpateg: Eneldn MNopyiog
amopeilv ool SoKel mepl TR pnTopLKiic, oL avtnyv tiva Pnc sivay; (Pl. Grg. 462b)

(Socrates:) So now please do whichever of these you like, either ask the questions
or answer them. :: (Polus:) All right, | will. So, answer me, Socrates: Since you think
Gorgias is confused about oratory, which craft do you say it is?
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Tense and Aspect Combined

The Seven Indicatives of Ancient Greek
KTuol ‘acquire’

imperfective aspect | perfective aspect

perfect-stem aspect

(present stem) (aorist stem)
present present indicative —
KT
past imperfect aorist indicative
EKTWHNV EKTNOAUNV
future future indicative
KTjoopoL

perfect indicative
KEKTNMOL

pluperfect

EKEKTAUNV

future perfect indicative

KEKTAOOUOL
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Present Indicative and Imperfect

’

ktwpoal ‘I am acquiring’, ‘I (habitually) acquire’
ektwunVv ‘I was acquiring’, ‘1 used to acquire’

i KdTtnoBe, W Mépoay, évBaidta; (Hdt. 3.151.2)
Why are you sitting there, Persians?

SMpa ol ava mnav €rog €6idovu ... kal v BapuAwva ol Edwke. (Hdt. 3.160.2)
He gave him gifts yearly ... and he gave him Babylon.

Ta Olc mévte 6€ka €oty ‘Two times five is ten’.

NEwv 8¢ kal map’ Aptotapyou aAAol Enelbov anotpenecBal: ot &’ ol unmrikouov. (Xen. An. 7.3.7)
Neon and others from Aristarchus tried to persuade them to turn back, but they would not listen.

Ancient Greek — Morphosyntactic Structures, Part 3



GEORG-AUGUST-UNIVERSITAT
./ GOTTINGEN

Aorist Indicative

ektnoaunyv ‘1 acquired’, ‘I have acquired’

SWpa ol ava rav €toc £€616ov ... kal TV BapuAwva ol Edwke. (Hdt. 3.160.2)
He gave him gifts yearly ... and he gave him Babylon.

£6o&e ) BoUAD ... (many inscribed Athenian decrees)
The council has resolved ...

AOBAVTEC TOUC AVTLOTAVTAC MAXN VIKNOAVTEC TAV TTOAWV £oyov. (Thuc. 8.23.3)
They disembarked, defeated those who met them in battle, and gained possession of the city.
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Aorist Indicative

géktnoapnyv ‘1 acquired’, ‘1 have acquired’

Kol cwdpwv Nuoapte. (Thgn. 665)
Even a wise man makes mistakes.

gynuapecd’, o Eetve, Bavaoipov yapov. | :: Guwe’ adehdov oov. (Eur. El. 247-8)
| have entered into a deathly marriage, stranger. :: | lament your brother!
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Perfect Indicative, Pluperfect, Future Perfect

kEkTnUal ‘1 have acquired’, ‘I possess’
gkektnuNnv ‘I possessed’ (< ‘I had acquired’)
kektioopal ‘I shall possess’ (< ‘I shall have acquired’)

KETVOC peEV oV §€SwkKe ouv Beoic Siknv. (Eur. Tro. 867)
That man [Paris], with the gods’ help, has paid the penalty

ol TV ApkAadwV OMATTAL TAVTATAOLV OUK Avtetfjoav: oUTw TouC MeATAOTAG Enedofnvro.
The Arcadian hoplites did not come out to meet them at all. Such overwhelming fear did

they feel for the peltasts. (Xen. Hell. 4.4.16)

o€ &' aAAn tic yuvn kektiostad. (Eur. Alc. 181)
Some other woman will have you (<will have acquired).
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Future Indicative

ktyoopat ‘I shall acquire’

tvoe deifw pun Aéyovoav Evdika. (Eur. Tro. 970)

| will show that this woman is not speaking justly. Announcement.

oUtoL Katarmpoiel ... toUto Spwv. (Ar. Vesp. 1366)

You won’t get away with this behaviour. Threat.
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The Imperfect, Aorist and Present in Narrative

KAl 8Te 8A AV SEKOETNC O TALCS, TIPFAYIA €C AUTOV TOLOVSE YEVOUEVOV EEEDNVE HLV-
Erale [IPF.] €V TR KWUN ... LET AAAWV NALKWV €v 06®. Kal ol talldec nailovieg

[IPF.] ellovTo [AOR.] EwuTtdv Bac\éa elvat TolTov 8 TOV ToU BoUKOAOU EMiKANGLY
natda. 0 6€ avt®v SLEtase [AOR.] TOUC pEV oiklag olkodouEELy ... (Hdt. 1.114.1-2)

Now when the boy (Cyrus) was ten years old, the following occurrence revealed
him for what he was. He was playing outdoors in the village with others of his
age. The boys in their games chose to be their king this one who was supposed to
be the son of the cowherd. Then he assighed some of them to the building of
houses.
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The Imperfect, Aorist and Present in Narrative

EkelOev 6¢ T Lotepala EmAeov [IPF.] ol ABnvalol émt KOlkov. ot 6& Kuliknvol Tv
MeAomovvnoiwv kat QapvaBalou EKATOVIwY autnv £6€xovto [IPF.] ToUg
ABnvaiouc: AAKLBLAdNC &€ peivag autod elkoolv AUEPAC KAl XprioTa TTOAAQ
AoBwv apd TV Kuliknv@v, oudEV AANO KOKOV EPYACAEVOC €V TH TIOAEL
anenAevoev [AOR.] eic Mpokovvnoov. (Xen. Hell. 1.1.18-20)

From there (Proconnesus) the Athenians (with Alcibiades) sailed on the next day
against Cyzicus. The Cyzicenes, now that the Peloponnesians and Pharnabazus
had evacuated the city, admitted them. There Alcibiades stayed for twenty days,
and obtained a great deal of money from the Cyzicenes, but without doing any
further harm in the city, he sailed back to Proconnesus.
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The ‘Historical Present’

noapiv kat i yuvn. €éoeABoloav 8¢ kal TiBeloav ta sipata £€0netto o
FUync. we 8€ KATA vwTou EYEVETO ovoNnc THC YUVALKOC £C TRV Koltny,
UTekOUC Exwpee €Ew, Kal 1 yuvn £nopd pv é€ovta. (Hdt. 1.10.1-2)

The woman appeared as well. Gyges saw her come in and undress. And,
as the woman was getting in bed and her back was turned to him, he
slipped away and was on his way out, and the woman spotted him
leaving.
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The ‘Historical Present’

KOpocg ... wppdto amo 2apdewv: kat €€eAavvel dia thc Avdiac. ...
g€ehalvel S1a Opuyiag ... Evtelbev £éeAauvel ... i KeAawvag
(Xen. An. 1.2.5,1.2.6,1.2.7, etc.)

Cyrus set forth from Sardis; and he marched through Lydia ... He
marched through Phrygia ... From there he marched to Celaena.
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