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Word Order

Greek as a language with a ‘free’ word order:
SOV — 0OSV - SVO - 0VS — etc. all occur

But not anything goes!
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Prepositive words

Articles (0, n, 10, etc.)

Prepositions (audi, ava, avti, etc.) (occasionally postpositive: to0
Beol napa ‘from the god’)

Some connective and question particles (&AAd, dtap, fi, Kai, oVSE,
oUte, Tolyap; apa (= A apa), N

Negatives (o0, un) precede the verb or NP over which they have
scope

Subordinators (émei, Ote, OTL, wg, etc.) and relative pronouns (0¢, A,
0) head their clause
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Postpositive words

Many connective, attitudinal and scope particles: av, yap, 8¢, pey,
HEVTOL, oVv, T€; &N, IOV, TOL; VE, TIEP;
The modal particle av

Non-contrastive personal pronouns: pol, oo, U€, o€, etc.; oU, oi, €
(L), opwy, etc.

Non-nominative forms of a0tog (when they function as third
person personal pronouns);

Indefinites like tic (not tic), mote (not mote), mov (not mod), etc.
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Wackernagel’s Law

TIOAAQ T€ YAp ULV Kail peyaAa T Emaeipovra Kal Emotpuvovta
Av. (Hdt. 1.204.2)

For the reasons that impelled and encouraged him were
many and great.

Kol o0 povov tadt €otl Td mololvia e dywvilecBal tov
ay®@va todtov. (Isae. 2.43)

And these are not the only things which impel me to engage
in this lawsuit.
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Constituent Order

Asserted and Presupposed Information

Whom did John hit? John hit Peter
Who hit Peter? John hit Peter
What did John do? John hit Peter
What happened? John hit Peter

The asserted information is called the focus (either narrow or broad),
the presupposed information is called topical; part of it takes up the
topic position.
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Narrow and Broad Focus Constructions

(ContrastiveTopic) Narrow Focus Verb (Given Topic) (Rest)

1ot ToUTtoV EAKELC;
ELG EMAUTAG ARROW FocUs ELOOY W\ grp- (Ar. Eccl. 1037)

Where are you dragging him off to?
I’m taking him to my place.
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Narrow and Broad Focus Constructions

(Contrastive Topic) Broad focus (Rest)
Broad Focus| (Given Topic) Broad Focus Il
(= Verb) (=Other Focal Material)

oUTOC, Ti TTOLETC £TEOV, OUTIL TOU TEYOUC;
aepofat® kai neptdpov® TOV NALOVeroap rocus (Ar- Nub. 1502-3)

You there, on the roof, what on earth are you doing?
I’m air-walking and contemplate the Sun.
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Topics: Given, Contrastive

Given topic

... EMEBVUNOE oD rocus | © AOPETOGopc TELOAOBAL ZKUOBAGR0AD FOCUS I
(Hdt. 4.1.1) Darius desired to punish the Scythians.
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Topics: Given, Contrastive

Contrastive Topic

Xenophon tells how Greek soldiers hunt several animals:
OTPOUBOV opc OE OUBELGyARROW FocUs ENABEV erp (XeN. An. 1.5.3)
An ostrich, however, nobody managed to catch.

Presentational Sentences (‘all new’)

AV 8¢ T AmoAoddvnc Kuliknvoc, oc¢ ... (Xen. Hell. 4.1.29)
There was a certain Apollophanes of Cyzicus, who ...
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The Periphery of the Clause

(Theme) (Setting) Clause (with focus, topic, etc.) (Tail)

XoAemov | Bewv mapatpedat voov | avdpeoov emxBoviolgr,, (Bacch. 5.94-6)
It is difficult to turn aside the purpose of the gods, for mortal men.

Mpo&evog € Kal MEVWV e, ETIELTIEP ELOLV UPETEPOL PEV EVEPYETAL, NUETEPOL OE
OTPATNYOlserrng TEMWATE aUTOUG Sebpo. (Xen. An. 2.5.41)

As for Proxenus and Meno: since they are your benefactors and our generals, you
should send them here.

Kol i yuvn €mopd pv €€lovta (Hdt. 1.10.2) And the woman — she sees him leave!

Ancient Greek — Morphosyntactic Structures, Part 5 12



