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Roadmap

The cuneiform syllabary

Origin of the syllabary and adaptation to
different languages

The decipherment of Hittite
The Hittite cuneiform over time

Other Anatolian writing systems
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What is a syllabary?

Each sign indicates a syllable:

Vv a TT
VC an H»T—
CcVv ni M

CcVC pat -
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The Hittite syllabary: signs V and CV
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How to write consonant clusters

Two-consonant clusters can be represented only if word internal
([C]VC-CVIC]) but not if word initial or word final (*CCV[C], *[C]VCC)

VCCV ar-ta
CCV is-pa-an-ta-ah-hi / Si-pa-an-ta-ah-hi /spandahhi/
VCC ap-pa-an-za [appants/

Three-consonant clusters cannot be represented
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Voiced/voiceless stops, geminates
CV signs mostly have different forms for voiced and
voiceless stops, e.g. ta ¥/ da =

VC signs have a single form which is not distinctive of
voice, e.g. ap = ab ]

Geminate consonant are spelled double: ap-pa, sar-ra
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Vowels

Signs for Ci, Ce are not always distinct:
€ = ki ke
BUT:
F mevs. & mi

Vowels may be spelled plene:
pa-an-zi / pa-a-an-zi ‘they go’
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Evolution of the syllabary

1| ¥ k| |

| ®|S |6 |¥ | @) Sumerian =2 borrowed into Akkadian

0| s | | J | B |

AV |D>|B |& |F |+« a) OldBabylonian = Old Hittite

daladbm e |2 ] b) Old Assyrian - New Assyrian (1t Millennium)
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16 o= (o (o= | ]~

| B @y | T | T

{vp]p[r]y |-
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Akkadograms, Sumerograms, determiners
The same sign may indicate different things:

A s may be read as:

the syllable an as in an-da ‘into’
the Sumerogram for sky AN or god DINGIR: Siunas or DINGIR-as ‘god(GEN)’
a determiner that precedes names of divinities: 9TesSub ‘the god Tessub’

iﬁ may be read as:

the syllable ka as in ka-a-as ‘this’
the Sumerogram INIM ‘thing’, ‘word’
the Akkadogram -KA ‘your’ as in ZI-KA ‘your soul’
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The Hittite Bronze Table
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Vs 1
PTET MR- TAET A BT - 5 AR e

el AL AT B AT TR 5T A

=i B
S BT 53T T, SR A PTG 52 FT i TR [Ty

UM-MA ta-ba-ar-na ™Tu-ut-ha-a-li-ya LUGAL.GAL LUGAL KUR YRVHg-at-ti UR.SAG

DUMU ™Ha-at-tu-3i-li LUGAL.GAL LUGAL KUR YRVHag-gt-ti UR.SAG

DUMU.DUMU=SU SA "Mu-ur-3i-li LUGAL.GAL LUGAL KUR YRVHg-at-ti UR.SAG
DUMU.DUMU.DUMU=SU SA ™Su-up-pi-lu-li-u-ma LUGAL.GAL LUGAL KUR YRVHa-at-ti UR.SA
SA.BAL.BAL SA ™Tu-ut- ha-li-ya LUGAL.GAL LUGAL KUR YRUHg-at-ti UR.SAG

v B W N -
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Some frequent determiners

URU < ‘city’

DINGIR (d) T ‘deity’

E ¥ ‘house’

GIS = ‘wood’

GUD == ‘bovid’

HUR.SAG e ‘mountain’

KUR B ‘land’

LU e ‘man’

MUNUS (f) e ‘woman’, female personal name
NINDA ¥ ‘bread’

MES Fe (postposed), plural
DIDLI.HI.A —&IF (postposed), plural

Hittite — Introduction, Part 2
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Decipherment

< FaT D T A
nu NINDA-an e-ez-za-at-te-ni

nu BREAD-an ezzatteni

Fore HEAA

wa-a-tar-ma e-ku-ut-te-ni

watar-ma ekutteni

Hittite — Introduction, Part 2
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Hittite Cuneiform over time

Old Hittite New Hittite

o | M| g
TA ARy W Y
SA ARY A Y

Composition and manuscript dating may be different!

From Otten & Soucek (1969: 34)
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The text of the Laws over time

Hittite Laws: KBo 6.2 (OH/OS) vs. 6.3 (OH/NS)

Nr. 3 (VAT 12880). Vorderseite Columne |, Zeile | —20

Nr. 2 (Bo. 2097). Vuiderselte Columne I, Zeile 1—19
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Hittite seals
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Other Anatolian Scripts: Hyeroglyphic Luwian

g N\ X & i
AMFLECTI AGIUILA ASINUS ALIDIRE AVIS AVUS BONUS BOS % % é %:] ﬁ w @

to embrace eagle donkey/ass  to hear bird ancestor cow
MAGMNUS DOMINA MALLEUS  MALUS MALS MONS OCCIDENS OCCULUS

@ “/—_1‘ %5 C ; ﬁ % % great lord/king hammer bad hand mountain west
e

CAELUM  CANUS CAPERE CAPRA CAPUT CASTRUM CERVUS  CORNU ﬁ ﬁg ﬂ E f{mﬁ? %
E

heaven dog to take goat head camp stag hom
j § = % g; OMMIS ORIENS ovis PANIS PES PESZ2 PISCUS POMERE
Ei]: Do @D E all sheep bread foot foot fish to put

CRUS CRUX cum CURRUS DARE DEUS DOMUS EGO

leg cross with chariot to give god house | _@) g E:]Il % A K 0’01\0
W I

&ﬁ O & M é %gj 5 }H{ PRAE PROPHETA PUGNUS REGIO REX SARMA.  SCALPRUM SO0

before prophet first kingdom king Sarruma chisel sun

EQUUS FEMINA  FLAMAE  FORTIS FRONS INFANS  INFRA/SUB IRA %’ o]
j\r |
% w Y A 1§ '

horse woman flames strong forehead child below wrath
g é 3 §§ r a h (3 STATUA SUPER  THRONUS TONITRUS UNGULA URES VAS WINLIM

IUDEX LEPUS  LIBARE LIBATIO LITUUS LONGUS LUNA  MAGNUS column above throne thunder hoof city vase Ll

judge hare to bind libation staff long moon great
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Lycian alphabet
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