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Interest in Lithuanian

Antoine Meillet (1866—1936):

“who wants to know how distant ancestors of the Indo-Europeans spoke
need only to look at the mouth of a Lithuanian farmer”

Old Lithuanian — Introduction, Part 1
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Conse rvatIVIty Sanskrit| Lithuanian
‘(he/she) gives', 3" p. sg. Pres. - . _—

Dievas davé dantis from dd, daaa ~ io give e R S
god:NOM.SG give:3PST tooth:AcCC.PL tooth (N. sg. m.) dantas | dantis tooth (N. sg. m.)

husband's brother d di . husband's brother

(stem form, m.) ey Everis (N. sg. m.)

duos ir duonos
give:3FuUT and bread:GEN.SG god (N. sg. m.) devas | dievas god (N. sg. m.)
‘God gave the teeth, [God] will give also itk G e dianR | dvons A
bread’

fume(N.sg.m.) dhumas | ditmas fume (N. sg. m.)

Old Lithuanian — Introduction, Part 1 day (N. sg. m.) dinas diena day (N. sg. f.)
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Baltic languages ="

Northern dialect of Indo-European:
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Georg Heinrich Ferdinand Nesselmann (1811-1881):
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que linguis principatu. Halis 1837. und Commentatio de lingua-
rum Letticarum cum vicinis nexu. Halis 1841.  Obgleidh in
beiven Abhandlungen die Preufifdhe Sprache nur eine Nebenrole fpielt
und bdie volftdndiger vorliegende Lithauifdhe und Lettifdhe dbem Ber-
faffer PHauptgegenftand find, fo falt dodh audy fiir unfern nidften
Swed -manthe geiftveihe und inteveffante Bemerfung: ab, . flr die idh
ibm bantbar bin. Nur fiber einen Punctimidte idhy mit dem gelehr:
“I would suggest calling ten Verfaffer vedhten, Warum benennt er, wie auddbunmann und

this family the Baltic Pennig ver ihm, die gange Spradfamilic it cinem Namen, den
languages family or fdyon eine eingelne von ihnen fiiv fidh in Anfprudh genommen hat?
somehow else” @S¢ine linguae Letticae  geben gar zu leidyt ju Mifverfiandniffen Wer-

anlafjuug. Id wiirbe vorfdilagen, diefe Familie die der Baltifden
—gp-racben ober fonft irgend wie su nenuen. .. So. wenig bejeidynend
3 B. der Name der Semitifdyen Spracdhen ift,. fo. ift .er dodh febr wiel
beffer, ald wenn wan bdie unter bemfelbm nerﬁanbemn 6ptacb¢n bie
Hebrdifchen nermen. ywollte. - i -
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Dialectal differentiation of Proto-Baltic (ca. 6th—5th c. BCE)

peripheral dialects

central dialects

Proto-West-Baltic (ca. 5th c. BCE)

Proto-East-Baltic

(homogeneous until ca. 3rd c. CE, differentiation ca.
5th=7th c. CE)

South-West-Baltic North-West-Baltic

Old Prussian

Yotvingian (alias
Sudovian or Dainavian)

Curonian (easternized WBalt.)

Lithuanian, Latgalian, Semigalian, Selonian

East-Baltic languages (ca. 7th—8th c. CE)

South-East-Baltic

North-East-Baltic

Lithuanian

Latvian
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Magnus Ducatus Lithuaniae

From the 13th c. to 1795 the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania (Lithuania Maior,

Lithuania propria)

Curonians lithuanianized (15th c.) ‘
. . . . .. ‘ ™ .\'\ :“’E‘ : 9‘"
Semigalians, Selonians lithuanianized up ~—=~_ Ki_ _ - v —
to the presens Latvian boarder (15thc.) | ¢ ' %, /,"
91 J
Lithuanian grows into the lands of the e S LT
. . . Sprachen gesprochen wurden: \ 5 3 -\\i'?-s: il
Yotvingians and partly of the Prussians | B s % Ka,.q_ i % . "
7‘//' S;U?U;a;c:ngemim mit anderen < 04\ E}_\\ -\I ; ; : @ F/-J‘/
Slawische Sprachen ;v!@’ N (Od 7 | — g R \ *
-9 =t (;\_//_\-
)

[:l Tartarische Sprachen
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Lithuania Minor
(Prussian Lithuania, Kleinlitauen)

Duchy of Prussia (since 1525)
Kingdom of Prussia (since 1701)
East Prussia (since 1773)

Lithuanians inhabited the north-eastern
part, along the Curonian Lagoon, the
peninsula of Samland. In the first half of
the 16t c. in the districts of Ragnit,
Insterburg, Tilsit, Labiau, Schaaken,
Gumbinnen, Laukischken.
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ames " Dialectal differentiation of Lithuanian (10 c.)

11

Long nasal vowels /a:/<3>,
/a:/ <e> narrowed to /u:/
<y>, /i:/ <j>in the east

J O RA

Nasal diphthongs /am/,
/an/, /em/, /en/ narrowed

SALTi,05

to /um/, /un/, /im/, /in/ in |,

the east

Clusters *-tja-, *-dja- developed to /tie/
<te>, /die/ <de> in the west and to /tfa/
<Cia>, /d3la/ <dZia> in the east

/li/ before the front vowels /a:/ <e>,
Je:] <é>, [1/ <i>, [i:/ <y>, [ei/, and [/en/
in the west




G e Interdialects in Lithuania Maior

Eastern (= “Lithuanian”, “Dztikian”)
current in the bishopric of Vilnius
(founded in 1387); based on the
Vilnius koine, which developed from
the East Aukstaitian dialect
(subdialect of the Vilnius region)

Middle (= Central, “Zemaitian”)
current in the bishopric of Zemaitija
(founded in 1417), mostly in the
former territory of the Duchy of
Samogitia; based on the West
Aukstaitian dialect of Kédainiai

12
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Lithuanian in Lithuania Minor

Western (= “Prussian”) — current
in the Duchy of Prussia; based on
the South-West Aukstaitian
dialect, which remained more
archaic than the other dialects.
The dialectal differentiation here
was smaller than in the
Lithuanian state. Standard
Lithuanian, which is based on the
Kaunas region subdialect, is
closest to the Western variety of
Old Lithuanian.
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Variations of Old Lithuanian

Western (“Prussian”)

Middle (Central, “Zemaitian”)

Eastern (“Lithuanian”, “Dzukian”)

Lithuanian in the Duchy of Prussia

Low Lithuanian Interdialect in the
Bishopric of Zemaitija (founded in 1417).
Centre: Kédainiai

Lithuanian in the Bishopric of Vilnius
(founded in 1387)

Based on the South-West Auk3taitian
(High Lithuanian) dialect (=southern
subgroup of West Aukstaitian)

Based on the West Aukstaitian local
dialect of Kédainiai (=middle and
southern part of the northern subgroup
of West Aukstaitian)

Based on Vilnius koine, developed from
the local East Aukstaitian dialect

Evangelical Lutheran

Roman Catholic, Evangelical Reformed

Roman Catholic

Writings since 1547

Writings since 1595

Writings since ca. 1503 / 1610

Grammatica Litvanica (1653) and
Compendium Litvanico-Germanicum
(1654) by Daniel Klein (1609-1666)

anonymous grammar Universitas
Lingvarum Litvaniae (1737)

Dictionarium trium linguarum. Polonico-
Latino-Lituanicum (ca. 1629, 1631, 1642,
1677, 1713) by Konstantin Sirwyd
(1578/1581-1631)

“Transition” into Standard Lithuanian in
the 20th c.

Universitas shaped the orthographic and
grammatical system until the 19th c.;
second edition in 1829

Extinct in the 18th c.
(last book 1713)
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(1) 16th—17th century 17 b i ;;{, e 2 2
“Dzukian prayers” (Pater noster, = : 5
Ave Maria, Credo) in: Nicolaus

de Blony, Tractatus sacerdotalis

(StralRburg: Martin Flach, 1503)
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|
Anfangsd. Grinde

einer

Littauifden

Old Lithuanian (ca. 1503/1520—1800) 6]31‘0(@&6@1’6,

(2) 18th century

Christian Gottlieb Mielcke (1732-1807),
Anfangs=Griinde einer Littauischen Sprach=Lehre
(Konigsberg: Hartungsche Hofbuchdruckerei, 1800)
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worinn jrar die
-bon dem jungern Rubig
ehemals ;
Berausgegebene Grammatif
sum @rimde geleat,
aber mit ftarfen Sufdgen
und '
neuen ﬂlu’éarbcitungcn
verbeffert unb vermefre worben

won

Chriftian Gottliedb Mielcke,

Gantor in PilldFallen,

—

Konigsberg, 1300.
Drud und Berlag der Nartunafchen Hofbuchdeuderen,

P —




