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The writing system:

Variant of the Indic Brahmi script.
Gupta script.
Tocharian addition: "Fremdzeichen”, in transcription marked as d.

A number of graphemes are used only for Sanskrit loans.
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Indian Gupta

Skt. 4th/5thc.

Skt./Toch. 4th/5th ¢,
|

Tarim Brahmi A Tarim Brahmi B

Skt./Toch. 5th/6th c. Skt./Sak. 5th/6th c.

Tarim Brahmi Nord 2 Tarim Brahim South

Skt./Toch./Sak. 6t/7 c.

Tarim Brahmi Nord 1

Skt./Toch./Sak. 6th/7thc. Skt./Sak. 6th/7th c.
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Dating of Tocharian texts

Precise dating in texts from the first half of 7t century CE.
C14 dating.

Chronological dating: MQ-writing.

Tocharian — Introduction, Part 3



GEORG-AUGUST-UNIVERSITAT
] GOTTINGEN

DATING OF TOCHARIAN TEXTS: PRECISE DATING

Tocharian B text from the King Swarnatepe (Pinault 1987)

PK Bois B 25

al [ika]m se ksumntsa pinkce [mem]ne ¢ [i] /// during the 21st year, in the 5th
month ...

a2 oroccepi lante swarnatepi ks(u)m[n](e) /// in the year of the great king

a3 [rle [a]k(s)a  /// Swarnatepe

Tocharian — Introduction, Part 3
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DATING OF TOCHARIAN TEXTS: C14

C14 dating dates texts:
Tocharian B 400-900
Tocharian A 700-1000

(Tamai 2005)

THT 333 (=TB, Vinayavibhanga), by C14 B FRT e

dated between 394-473 —— W ey sl
(Malzahn 2011-2018)(Tamai 2005) = THT 333
Image source: idp.bl.uk

i

| T I MQR 32 : Toch B 333
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DATING OF TOCHARIAN TEXTS: MQ-WRITING

Most archaic texts in Tocharian B
are much less uniform with
respect to language and ductus.

MQ-writing (Malzahn 2007).

THT 1233, containing MQ
features

(Malzahn 2011-2018)
Image source: idp.bl.uk g
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The Tocharian Corpus

Manuscripts and wallpaintings, from 4-1100 AD, with Buddhist content.
Found in cave monasteries and in the desert sand in Eastern Turkestan.
Tocharian A: basically literary texts.

Tocharian B: all kinds of texts.

Total number of fragments: around 7600.

Many very fragmentary!

Tocharian — Introduction, Part 3
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Locations of documents

1.

N o vk

Berlin collection (Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin): Prussian expeditions,
edited by Emil Sieg and Wilhelm Siegling 1921.

Paris (Bibliotheque Nationale): Pelliot expeditions, edited by
Sylvain Lévi, Jean Filliozat, Walter Couvreur, Georges-Jean Pinault.
London (British Library): Aurel Stein, around 1500 texts, published
by Broomhead 1964, photos at International Dunhuang Project.
St. Petersburg: few publications, e.g., Pinault 1998.

Tokyo: Otani Collection.

Qizil.

Urumchi (Regional Museum of the province of Xinjiang): Yanqi
manuscripts of MSN.

Tocharian — Introduction, Part 3 13
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DOCUMENTS: LITERARY AND RELIGIOUS CONTENTS

Tocharian A and B: Parallel texts in:

Mona.stic diSCip“fleS (Vinaya) Sanskrit/Buddhist Sanskrit (Vinaya,
Doctrinal texts (SUtr?) Satra, Abhidharma, medical texts,
Law reflections (Abhidharma) Jataka, Avadana, Kavya, Stotra,

Narrative texts .
_ _ _ grammar, astronomy, medicine,
Stories from the births and past lives of . :
dream interpretation)

Buddha (Jataka, Avadana) _

Drama (Nataka) Ulghur (MSN)
Poetry, epic (Kavya), Lyric (Stotra) Chinese
Science and technique Khotanese
Grammar, astronomy, medicine, dream Tibetan
interpretation, writing excercises

Manichaean literature

Tocharian — Introduction, Part 3 14
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DOCUMENTS: PROFANE CONTENTS

Historic documents

Economic, administrative, juridical documents
Monastery letters, bussiness letters, processes, caravan passports
Graffiti and inscriptions

Glosses (basically in Sanskrit texts)

Tocharian — Introduction, Part 3 15
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TEXT SAMPLE 1: THE 'LOVE LETTER’

(ya)-
al -ltse pikala watam (-)e (=) ci(ss)e /// /// (=) (-)nts(-) p(o)
ask(a)sk(au) (ma) (i ci)sa nos Somo fi(e)m
a2 (wno)lme (l)are taka ma ra postam cisa lare masketar-fi : cisse
laraumiie cisse artafiye pelke kaltta-
a3 -(r)r solampa sse ma t(e) stalle Sol warfiai : 2 taiysu palskanoym
sanai saryo-
a4 -mpa sayau karttse($) saulu-warfiai snai tserekwa snai ta —:
a5 yamor-iikte se cau il palskafie sarsa tusa ysaly= e-
a6 -rsate cisy= aras i salkate : waya ci lauke tsyara fiis$
a7 wetke «k»ly«Tk»autka-fi pake po laklenta«nt»s cise tsarwo sampa-
a8 -(te-i) —————(-) -e sol pals(k)= aras At kom-kom mi-

THT Y36

THT 496, Literary, Tocharian B, from Qizil Min-Oy.
(Malzahn 2011-2018)
Image source: idp.bl.uk
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TEXT SAMPLE 2: THE STORY OF THE MECHANICAL DOLL

A5 (THT 638), Literary, Tocharian B, P % 3 e
from Qizil Min-0 ' ;3&"3‘ ﬁ‘g,ﬁ*[‘g ﬁair 7l gcﬁ%&%§@§%%,
(Malzahn 2011-2r]018yj : e ﬁéjt’%ﬁﬁﬁgﬁ{?&é%ﬂéﬁ&
y é&r’i’? e 53"?&%2%!;’3{%9‘?00}{%!1’ 44
Image source: idp.bl.uk ir’hizﬁ* * ‘“Wﬂﬁnﬁ‘l&%ﬁ*{a«% s %‘
wiedailifiad st s atee g dpirmg s

i
| L

i ‘L%ﬁ"”{’ﬂ%§ 3h&gag§d{;@g

al krosavati tatra«sku»s tas tam prastam puk karyapamtwassi nkalune maskatar puk parkowantwassi skam satka(lu)-
a2 -ne maskatar tdmyo knanmune wrasassi pukam pruccamo puk kaswonen«t»wassi tsmar namtsu | | tas penu (wra)-
a3 -som arampatyo kaknu lkatsi kaswe knanmune ats ma tas-am taprem ats palkds (m)am(t ne)

ad tsekesi pekesi pat arampat tas tun= kapfiune arassi campas parko yatsi nu ma (ca-

a5 -mpa)s : mamt ne alyakyam prastam alak sam pekant yamtracares wasta lokit yes tmas sam yamtra(ca-

a6 -re) (pe)kantam puk wakna yarka yamuras osefi pkantak wastam lake raksa-m kuiici{t}sim sa(lyp-

b1l -assal) (ors)sam yantarsinam sominam skam la{p}as lyalyma-m sam cami $la waktasuriie oki kawalt(une ya-

b2 -rka) yamal yo tsaram emtsus pam ypa-m tdm nu mant wakna | | samnernam || prosmimn oki sam tsru sat lka(mam)
b3 $ari lyak : matsratsi oki ma plac crankds ma karya : $la tunk oki nu rasiia poke (pam)

b4 ypamam : pontsam kapsinfids omlyi wiksa pekantap : 1 || tmas sam pekant akntsu(ne)-

b5 -yo tam orsinam Sominanam ynes somimsim ime kalpo afimasl-akk ats paltsankas o(te ta)-

b6 -prem kawaltune ote taprem kuleficim masratsuneyo prosmune
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SOURCES FOR STUDYING TOCHARIAN: ELECTRONIC CORPORA

A Comprehensive Edition of Tocharian Manuscripts

_ About the project | _Guidelines |  Help | Manuscripts | _Words | _Bibliography | _Li Conference 2013 ogin
print

Tocharian and the Tocharians
English | Deutsch | Frangais | Pyccxnn | $32 | B# 5

The Silk Road, the famous network of trade routes connecting China to the West, was
essential not only for the transfer of material goods, but also for the exchange of language
and culture. Along with many other Ceniral Asian civilizations, Tocharian A and Tocharian
B could so come to flourish as literary languages in the wake of the spread of Buddhism
in the middle of the first millennium CE

Although Tocharian was spoken in Kucha and Turfan along the northern edge of the
Tarim Basin in North-West China (= present-day Xinjiang), it is not related to Chinese
Instead, Tocharian A and Tocharian B conslilute a separate branch of the so-called Indo-
European language family, which comprises ancient languages such as Latin, Greek and Sanskrit, as well as
modern languages like English and Spanish

Qizil grotloes, Kucha region

ey o "d:','""' Towards the end of the first millennium, Tocharian became extinct: it is now only

known from documents that could be preserved over a period of more than 1000 years
_{.,,,":a\m"’"' thanks to the arid climate of the Taklamakan Desert. The documents were discovered
seeemieenl during a series of archaeological expedilions undertaken from the end of the nineteenth
Tocharian manuscript century onwards, and transferred to museums in China, Japan, and Europe.
(IOL Toch 1)

Through the decipherment of these thousands of manuscripts precious insights into
the civilization of the speakers of Tocharian can be gained: on the one hand, profane documents give information
about every-day life; on the other hand, Buddhist religious and scientific texts are evidence of a highly developed
literary culture

It is the aim of our project to make all Tocharlan texts available to everyone interested, hy pmwdmg
photographs, text transcriptions, and English with a y on the r
Dh({OYOglcal and cullural aspects The iexl material is made accessible through a database with varlous sealch

Thesaurus Text- und Sp:

TITUS

Tocharian Manuscripts
from the Berlin Turfan Collection

This is 2 preliminary i dition of the Tochari ipts th din th jothek zu Berlin - Preufischer Ks i  the Turfan collction of the Berlin- Brandenburgische Akademie der
For using. pti in any kind of publication please contact the Orienial 1u Berlin .
The data as available from this of both digitized images and hristians Schaafer by Tatsushi Tamai, digitich ions by Katharina Kupfar).

b-.;‘ only parts of the collection can be made availzble.
Tacharica: text with manuscript images (in frames)

Tocharica: text with

Zockatl wifhin i TITUS €
Tocharian texts: complete catalozue arranged by THT numbers (text onby)

Tocharian A
Tocharian A: catalogus THT.

Tacharian B

Tocharian — Introduction, Part 3
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SOURCES FOR STUDYING TOCHARIAN: TEXTS AND DICTIONARIES TOCHARIAN A

LUND UNIVERSITY THE JOINT FACULTIES OF HUMANITIES AND THEOLOGY LUNDUMIVERSITY.LU.SE ACTIVATE BROWSEALOUD

CeDICT: A Comprehensive e-Dictionary of Tocharian

THE JOINT FACULTIES OF HUMANITIES AND THEOLOGY | LUND UNIVERSITY

EONICLICH FREU

E TURFANEXFEDITIDNEN UNIVERSITY

e M Dictionary and Thessurus
& \PR“ HR[H l IL of Tocharian A Stait » About
Violime | A-]

TOCHARISCH

About

Cunmpaber] by Ciaid Cls limg .
In Ciallnhwstewbon weith Cieveegmi- demm Pivanh © Collaborators

wul Weemer Winim © Funded by A.b Out

o filer

About the project

The project aims at producing a comprehensive e-dictionary of Tocharian,
including a Dictionary and Thesaurus of Tocharian A and an etymological
Dictionary of Common Tocharian. Tocharian is an extinct language, belonging to
the Indo-European language family tree. The language was spoken in the region
of Eastern Central Asia up to the 11th ¢t AD. Tocharian is a difficuit language
with no living daughter languages, in which dictionary resources traditionally has
been a problem. Renewed interest in historical linguistics, using computational
cladistics methods, has resulted in a demand for reliable and electronically
available dictionary resources for extinct languages such as Tocharian. The
project is a continuation of an earlier project, which resulted in the publication of
the first velume of a dictionary of Tocharian A. The current project aims at
completing this project, as well as make available a reliable etymological
dictionary of Common Tocharian (Tocharian A and B), both resources in the form
of paper and electronic dictionaries. The project, which is performed by a core

Admin

Harpes

team of leading toct is done in with an
project, which aims at publishing online ali Tocharian texts (6,000). Furthermere,
the project is alse based on a number of h blished data

i dnning sehalas af tha alas samsessian wkish haus hass saads ausilakis s
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SOURCES FOR STUDYING TOCHARIAN: DICTIONARIES TOCHARIAN B

ARIANDLLNGEN
IR ARADEMIE DR WISSENSCHAFTEN IN GOTTINGEN

Tocharische Sprachreste
Sprache B
Teil 12 D5 Teste

Bl |
Fragmente Nr, =106 der Berliner Sammiung

Heratisgegeben von
Frval Sietg * wnwd Wilhelm Shegling ®,

neubeartscitet und mit cinem Remimentar
parbd R gistior vorsehaen von

Werner Thormas

VANDENHOECK & RUPAECHT IN GOTTINGEN

Todharische Sprachreste
Sprache B
i Aafireg

der Drstiien Ahuavamic dir Wiiseardalo 1w Rerlla
hrrduigogvbim pan

+E Sieg wnd + W Singling

Hei 2

Fragmente Bor, 71-6X3

P T e T
Werner Theoreay

Oedtinpen : Vaudenhorsh 8 Ruprechi - 1053
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A Dictior
of Tocha

Revised and Greatly
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SOURCES FOR STUDYING TOCHARIAN: GRAMMARS

ERAUSE - THOMAS

Georges-Jean PINAULT 3
‘Tocharisches Elementarbuch

CHRESTOMATHIE TOKHARIENNE mann1

TEXTES ET GRAMMAIRE
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OTHER IMPORTANT RESOURCES

The Tocharian :
instrumenta
Tocharica

Verbal System

Melanie Malzahn
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