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3.3.1. Declension

The main feature of Tocharian declension is a two-level case system.
The primary cases are nominative, vocative, genitive, and accusative.

The accusative also functions as the oblique stem on which the
secondary cases are built.

The secondary cases shared by both TA and TB are perlative, comitative,
allative, ablative, and locative.

Additionally, TA has an instrumental and TB a causal.
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3.3.1. Declension

Two-level case system

TB CEToM PK NS 36 and 20 a2

tumem candramukhem  lantds wessdim oroccu walo
thereupon  NAME.ACC.SG king.ALL.SG say.3SG.PRS.ACT  great.voC.SG king.vOC.SG
se Ais aranemi walo nesau

this.NOM.SG  |.NOM.SG NAME.NOM.SG  king.NOM.SG be.1SG.PRS.ACT

“Thereupon he said to King Candramukha: Great king, this [is] me, | am king
Aranemi.”
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3.3.1. Declension

Traditionally, inflectional classes of substantives in Tocharian are
distinguished based on the plural.

There are two main classes.
neuter (alternans) nom. = acc. TB -a, TA -@/-a (class 1-3).
non-neuter acc. TB -m, TA -s with nom. TB and TA -i; -i1; -@ (class 4-7).
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3.3.1. Declension

a n(m)a nta
nom.sg. -9 -@/-V -V Jer -\V/-9 -V -o/au
acc.sg. -¢ -¢/-V -V -dr -V/a(m) -\/-ai -nt
nom.pl. -a -Vn(m)a -Vnta  Jera/-rii -0 -Vii -fic
acc.pl. -a -Vn(m)a -Vnta Jera/-rii  -Vm -Vm  -ntdm
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T8 |nomsg. |accsg. | [nompl. laccpl |Gloss

1 (a)

2a (na)
2b (nma)
3 (nta)
4(r)

5 (i)

6 (n)

7 (nt)

pikul
fAem
cok
yarke
macer
yakwe
okso

walo

pikul
nem
cok
yarke
matar
yakwe
oksai

lant

pikwala
nemna
cokanma
ydrkenta
macera
yakwi
oksain

4

lanc
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pikwala
nemna
cokanma
ydrkenta
macera
yakwem
oksaim

lantdm

year
name
lamp
veneration
mother
horse

oX

king
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3.3.1. Declension

TA 12 |3 4 |5 |6 |7
a/lu n i n nt

a nt/u r
nom.sg. -@ -9 -¢/V Jar 9 -V -9
acc.sg. -@ -9 -¢/V HJar - -V -nt

nom.pl. -d/-u -dm -nt/-Vntu é-fri/-/'re 0f VA  -mé§

acc.pl. -a/-u -dm -nt/-Vntu Jréd/Jres -ds -Vs -fAcds
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TA____|nomsg. |accsg. | [nompl._laccpl _|Gloss

1a (a)
1b (u)

2 (na)
3a (nt)
3b (ntu)
4(r)

5 (i)

6 (n)

7 (nt)

p kal
wast
por
yark
war
macar
tkam
nkat

wadl

p kal
wast
por
yark
wdar
macar
tkam
nkat

lant

pukla
wastu
poram
ydrkant
wrdntu
macri
tkani
ndktan

lams
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pukla
wastu
poram
ydrkant
wrdantu
macrds
tkands
ndktas

lancds

year
house

fire
veneration
water
mother
horse

god

king
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3.3.1. Declension

Adjectives in Tocharian B in principle have three different stems,
masculine, feminine singular, feminine plural.

Like in the substantives, the inflectional classes are traditionally
distinguished based on the plural.
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3.3.1. Declension

. m

A W N B

nom.sg.
e

acc.sg.
e

nom.pl. acc.pl. | nom.sg.
-0)j -em g

-Vh -Vm -a

-Vihc -Vntdm | -ntsa
-Vs -Vsam -usa
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acc.sg.
_(i)aj
-ai
-ntsai

-usai

nom.acc.pl.
-ana/-ona
-na

-nta

-uwa
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nom.sg.

orasse

orkamo

perne,

yamu

acc.sg.

o€

-mom

-ent

yamos

nom.pl.

-SSi

-mon

-efc

yamos

acc.pl.

—So€Mm

-mom

-entam

yamosam

nom.sg.

-55d

-entsa

yamusa

acc.sg.

-ssai

-entsai

yamusai

nom.acc.pl.

-ssana

-mAiana

-enta

yamuwa

woody

dark

worthy

done
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3.3.1. Conjugation

Tocharian has four verb stems: present, subjunctive, preterite, and
imperative.

These can each be subdivided into different morphological classes that
are mainly distinguished by different stem vowels and suffixes.

In contrast to the nominal system, ablaut is frequent in the verbal
system.

Infixation and reduplication are rare.
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root ablaut athem.
them.

root ablaut TB -e- TA -a-
1B -o0- TA -a-

root ablaut -a-

-ha-

nasal infix

root ablaut -s- +them.

TB -sk- +them.

TB -na/dsk- TA -na/ds- +them.

TB -sa/dsk- TA -sis- +them.

root ablaut -AA- +them.

root ablaut athem.
them.

TB -e- TA -a-

_j-

root ablaut -a-
-ha-

~

_n_

TB -sk- TA -s- +them.
TB -ndsk- +them.

TB -sdsk- +them.

root ablaut -AA- +them.
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root ablaut athem.
reduplicated

root ablaut -s-
-s5-

_fifi-

them.

ig-

14



GEORG-AUGUST-UNIVERSITAT
./ GOTTINGEN

3.3.1. Conjugation

Prs IV of root TB kras ‘be angry’, CEToM PK NS 29 al

suketse su krosotdr
sweet.NOM.SG  this.NOM.SG be angry.35G.PRS.ACT

“...this sweet one is not angry...”
Prs IX of root TB kras ‘be angry’, CEToM PK AS 7J b2

yoko krasdssdm sek
thirst.NOM.SG vex.3SG.PRS.ACT

“...thirst vexes him continually.”
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