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Basic syntactic features (case and agreement)

In many contexts, Vedic shows clear-cut dependent marking

Genitive case marking on possessor

havydm mdrtasya (RV IV 9.6)

oblation mortal:GEN.SG

No marking on adpositions, only on dependent nominal
a devayim jénam (RV IV 9.1)
hither god.seeking:ACC.SG people:ACC.SG
Systematic agreement between a noun and its modifying
adjective, i.e. double marking

manusisu viksu (RV IV 9.2)
stemming.from.Manu:LOC.PL clan:LOC.PL
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Basic syntactic features (case and agreement)

Verbal arguments marked for case, and verb agreement with the
subject argument

Transitive verbs

tadm te gavo ndra apo
this:ACC.SG yOU:DAT COW:NOM.PL man:NOM.PL water:NOM.PL
adrir indum sdm ahyan (RV VI 40.2)

stone:NOM.SG  drop:ACC.SG PRV  impel:AOR.3PL
Intransitive verbs

agnir (...) brahma ni sidati (RV IV 9.4)
Agni:NOM.SG Brahman:NOM.SG down Sit:PRS.35G
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Alignment — nominative-accusative pattern

In the present/aorist/perfect/future system, Vedic shows consistent
nominative-accusative alignment in case and agreement

yani indragni cakrdthur viryani (RV | 108.5)
REL.ACC.PL Indra.and.Agni:voc do:PRF.2DU deed:Acc.pL
stavisyami tvam  ahdm (RV 144.5)

praise:FUT.1sG  you:ACC |:NOM
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Alignment — non-nominative patterns

In some parts of the verbal system, Vedic shows non-
nominative alignment

So-called passive aorist

sam akari somah (RV VI 41.3)
PRV  make:AOR.PASS.3SG  SOMAa:NOM.SG
a agnir agami (RV VI 16.19)

PRV  Agni:NOM.SG come:AOR.PASS.35G
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Alignment — non-nominative patterns

Resultative P-oriented verbal adjective in -td/nd- (so-called past
passive participle, PPP)

hatad indrasya  sdatravah sdrve (RV X 155.4)
slay:PPP.NOM.PL Indra:GEN enemy:NOM.PL all:Nom.PL
sdrvam yad biatdm (RV X 90.2)

everything:NOM.SG REL.NOM.SG become:PPP.NOM.SG

Early Vedic — Morphosyntactic structures, Part 1



GEORG-AUGUST-UNIVERSITAT
GOTTINGEN

Differential Object Marking

Accusative canonical case marker of direct object in Early Vedic
Object alternation with some verbs

indra somam piba (RV115.1)
Indra:voCc soma:ACC.SG  drink:PRS.IMP.2SG
somasya somapah piba  (RV14.2)

SOMAa:GEN.SG somadrinker:voc.sG drink:PRS.IMP.2SG
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Differential Object Marking

On the other hand, some verb consistently select other
case-marking patterns

dadhikravno akarisam (RV IV 39.6)
Dadhikravan:GEN.SG praise:AOR.15G
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Differential Subject Marking

In contrast, rather few examples of non-canonical subject marking in
Vedic

striyam  drstvaya kitavéam tatdpa (RV X 34.11)
wife:ACC.SG see:ABS gambler:AcC.SG  burn:PRF.35G

dpayy asya dnd"aso (RV 1119.1)
drink:AOR.PASS.35G  this:GEN  juice:GEN.SG

na ma taman (RV 1130.7)
not l:ACC be.exhausted:AOR.SBJ.35G
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Valency-changing categories/strategies

Several valency-changing constructions in Early Vedic
Valency-reducing and valency-increasing categories

Inflectional as well as derivational morphology
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Valency-reducing categories

Middle voice sometimes appears to have a valency-
reducing function

Reflexive

urviya vi strnitam (RV VII 17.1)

widely PRV spread:PRS.MID.IMP.25G
Anticausative/passive

indra grnisd u stusé (RV VIII 65.5)

Indra:voc invoke:PRS.MID.25G and praise:PRS.MID.2SG
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Valency-reducing categories

Present passive in -yd- a relatively clear-cut case of a passive construction,
restricted to two- and three-place predicates

ima bréhmany  rcyante yuvdbfyam (RV VII 70.6)
these:NOM prayer:NOM.PL sing:PRS.PASS.3PL yOU:DAT.DU
indur indraya  dhiyate  (RV IX 62.15)

drop:NOM.SG  Indra:DAT place:PRS.PASS.35G
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Valency-reducing categories

Agent of the present passive with instrumental case

marking

usa ucchdntr ribfyate
Usas:NOM dawn:PRS.PTC.NOM praise:PRS.PASS.3SG
vdsisthaih (RV VII 76,7)

Vasistha:INs.PL
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Valency-reducing categories

Resultative P-oriented verbal adjective in -td/nd- defocusing or
suppressing the agent of transitive predicates

soma a pitaye  sutdh (RV1137.3)
SOMa:NOM.SG PRV drink:INF press:PPP.NOM.SG

The so-called passive aorist has an analogous function

sam akari somah (RV VI 41.3)
PRV make:AOR.PASS.3SG sOoma:NOM.SG

Agent typically expressed by the instrumental or genitive

hatd indrena  panayah (RV X 108.4)
slay:PpP.NOM.PL Indra:INS Pani:NOM.PL

Early Vedic — Morphosyntactic structures, Part 1



GEORG-AUGUST-UNIVERSITAT

GOTTINGEN

Valency-increasing categories

The causative in -(p)dya- characteristically increases the valency of the
underlying predicate

pdram (...)paravdtam  sapdtnim gamayamasi (RV X 175.4)
far:acc  distance:Acc cowife:ACC.SG come:PRS.CAUS.1PL

anyanya vatsdm Upa dhapayete (RV 195.1)
one.after.other:Nom calf:acc PRV  suck:PRS.CAUS.3DU
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Thank you for your attention!

Early Vedic — Morphosyntactic structures, Part 1



