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Aspect/tense/modality

The Early Vedic aspect/tense/modality system based on four
aspect/tense stems:

The present stem
The aorist stem
The perfect stem
The future stem

Each stem base of subparadigm
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The present indicative

Present stem — neutral or unspecified aspect
The present indicative expresses present tense
Present indicative with strictly present time reference

kvd  nandm sudanavo mddatha (RV VIII 7.20)
where now  of.good.drops:voc.pL  become.exhilarated:PRrs.2pL

Present indicative with present habitual time reference

yam devasas trir ~ dhann aydgjante (RV 111 4.2)
who:Acc.sG god:NOM.PL  thrice day:Loc.sG  honour:PRS.3PL
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The imperfect

Simple past:

devandm  yugé prat'amé ’satah
god:GEN.PL generation:L0C.SG first:LOC.SG not.being:ABL.SG
sad ajayata (RV X 72.3)

being:NOM.SG  be.born:IPF.35G
Habitual past:

dvasam ratrih saradas catasrah
dwell:IPF.15G night:AcC.PL autumn:Acc.pL four:Acc
ghrtdsya stokdm sakfd dhna asnam

ghee:GEN.SG  drop:AcCC.SG once day:GEN.SG eat:IPF.15G
(RV X 95.16)
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The aorist indicative

Perfective aspect, past tense

Immediate past

asmab’ir G ni  praticdksiya ab®iid (RV 1 113.11)
we:Ns and now see:GER.NOM.SG become:AOR.35G
Terminative-egressive reading with atelic predicates

bahvih  sdma akaram  antdr asminn
many:ACC year:ACC.PL do:AOR.15G within he:LOC.5G
indram vrnandh pitdram
Indra:Acc.sG choose:PRS.PRT.NOM father:AccC.SG
jahami (RV X 124.4)

leave:PRS.1SG
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The aorist indicative

Inchoative-ingressive reading with state predicates

anyo anyam anu grb"naty enor
another:NOM another:Acc after take:PRs.3sG the.two:GEN
apam prasargé ydd  dmandisatam
water:GEN.PL outburst:Loc when be.exhilarated:A0R.3DU
(RV VIl 103.4)
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The perfect indicative

Perfect stem anterior aspect

Perfect indicative analogous to the English present perfect and similar
categories

Resultative reading

upa nundm yuyuje visana
PRV  now yoke:PRF.35G horse:AcC.DU
héri a ca jagama vrtrahd (RV VIII 4.11)

bay:Acc.DU PRV and come:PRF.3sG Vrtrakiller:Nom
Universal reading

atibhir vaydm purd nuandm bub"uimdhe  (RV VIl 67.16)
favour:INs.PL we:NOM before now  enjoy:PRF.MID.1PL
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The perfect indicative

Existential reading

indro vrtrani (..)  jaghdna jaghdnac
Indra:NOM enemy:ACC.PL smite:PRF.3SG smite:PRF.SBJ.3SG
ca nud (RVIX23.7)

and now
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The future indicative

The future stem has a prospective meaning
The future indicative has future time reference
stavisyami tvam  ahdm (RV | 44.5)
praise:FUT.1SG  you:ACC |:NOM

sakam devdir  yajiiyaso

together god:INs.PL worthy.of.worship:NOM.PL

bhavisyat'a (RV1161.2)
become:FUT.2PL
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The subjunctive

The subjunctive expresses expectation or probability in assertive
clauses

uvasa usd ucchac ca nu (RVI48.3a)
shine:PRF.3sG Usas:NOM shine:PRS.SBJ.3SG and now

In directive clauses, the subjunctive is most often used exhortatively
vdcamsi  misrd krnavavahai nu (RV X 95.1)
word:ACC.PL mixed:AcC.PL make:PRS.SBJ.1DU now
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The optative

In assertive clauses, the optative expresses possibility
yuvablyam visvah  pftand jayema (RV 11 40.5)
you:INS.DU all:Acc.pL  battle:Acc.PL  win:PRS.OPT.1PL

In directive clauses, the optative expresses a wish of the speaker

pdsyema saradah satam
see:PRS.OPT.1PL  autumn:ACC.PL hundred
jivema $arddah $atém  (RV VIl 66.16)

live:PRS.OPT.1PL autumn:ACC.PL hundred
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The imperative

Exclusively used in directive clauses to express directive modality

pururavah punar dstam pdrehi
Purdravas:voc back home:ACC go.away:PRS.IMP.25G
durdpand vata iva ahdm asmi (RV X 95.2)

hard.to.get:NOM.SG wind:NOM.SG like [:NOM be:PRS.1SG

indra somam imam piba (RV X 24.1)
Indra:voC soma:ACC.SG this:ACC.SG drink:PRS.IMP.2SG
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The injunctive

The injunctive appears in assertive clauses and in negative directive
clauses

Seemingly temporally and modally underspecified

ndandm srjad asdnim yatumadb’yah
now  throw:PRS.INJ.3SG missile:ACC.SG  sorcerer:DAT.PL
(RV VII 104.20)

Characteristically used in performative sentences

indrasya nu viryani prd vocam (RV 132.1)
Indra:GEN now strength:AcC.PL PRV praise:AOR.INJ.1SG
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The injunctive

Coordinated with imperative

raksa (...) sdardo agne vdisvanara
guard:PRS.IMP.2SG  host:ACC.SG Agni:voCc Vaisvanara:vocC
pra ca  tari stdvanah (RV VI 8.7)
PRV and extend:AOR.INJ.2SG praise:PRS.PRT.MID.VOC
Coordinated with subjunctive

yasad vajri bfinat
drive:AOR.SBJ.3SG  mace.wielder:Nom.sG  split:PRS.INJ.3SG
purah (RV VIII 1.8)

fortress:Acc.pL
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The injunctive

The only modal category occurring in prohibitive clauses

Present injunctive — inhibitive

aksair ma divyah krsim it  krsasva (RV X 34.13)
dice:INS.PL NEG play:PRS.INJ.2SG  ploughing:AcC PTC plow:PRS.IMP.2SG.MID
‘Don’t keep playing with dice; just plow your own plowland.’

Aorist injunctive — preventive

purdravo ma mrtha md prd papto (RV X 95.15)
Purdravas.voC NEG die:AOR.INJ.2SG NEG PRV fall:AOR.INJ.2SG
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Thank you for your attention!
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