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Basic word order

Vedic is head-final.
But: Dislocations are frequent, see below.
The basic word order in a sentence is SOV.
tdm u te gavo ndra apo ddrir | indum sém ahyan...

‘This drop have the cows, the men, the waters and the stone
together impelled for you. RV 6.40.2

On the fronted pronouns in this example see below
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Postpositions

Most primary adverbs also function as postpositions.

utd prd gaya gand a nisddya

‘And sing forth having sat down among your troop.” RV 6.40.1
prd is a verbal particle
d is a postposition
ni- is again a verbal particle, but with univerbation
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Noun phrases

Modifiers precede their head
sdmidd®e agndu sutd indra séma
a tva vahantu hdrayo vdhistah

‘By the kindled fire, by the pressed soma, o Indra, thereto let the
fallow bays, the best conveyors, convey you.” RV 6.40.3

Only one genitive modifier per NP

...te danah ‘your gifts’ RV 8.64.9 vs. ddndm vajasya ‘gift of a prize’
RV 6.45.23

Early Vedic — Morphosyntactic structures, Part 3



GEORG-AUGUST-UNIVERSITAT
~J GOTTINGEN

Hyperbaton

NPs may be split
vési hi ad®variyatam | upavaktd jénanam

‘You are willingly the Upavaktar of the people who perform a
ceremony.’ RV 4.9.5

P2 clitic(s) may break up a constituent

indrasya nu viriyani pra vocam

‘Now | shall proclaim the heroic deeds of Indra.” RV 1.32.1
Part of a constituent may be a P2 clitic

atha te yajfids tanuve vdyo d"at

‘Then the sacrifice will create vitality for your body.” RV 6.40.4
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How do we know which order is basic?

In the RV word order is flexible.
Metre has an undeniable influence on word order.
But: In Vedic prose head-finality is the dominant pattern.

Also: If we look at pairs of words which are swappable from the point
of view of metrics, head-finality also prevails in the RV.
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The left periphery

Contains a discourse-functional slot
Focus
asmakam josi advardm
‘Our ceremony enjoy!” RV 4.9.7 (accented pers.pron.)
Topic
tdm u te gavo... indum sém ahyan RV 6.40.2 (Soma is the topic of
the preceding padas of the verse)
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More on the left periphery

Discourse-functional material precedes complementizer / relative or
interrogative pronoun

indrah kim asya sak"iyé cakara

‘What did Indra make in its [sc. Soma’s] fellowship?’ RV 6.27.1
Verb-fronting to C°

asmam avantu te $atdm | asman sahdsram atdyah

‘Let your hundred, your thousand means of help help us.” RV 4.31.10

The boundary of the left periphery is the position of type 1
Wackernagel enclitics (on which see section 2.3)
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The right periphery

Amplified sentences (Gonda)
Heavy’ XPs following the verb
tdm u te gavo [...] indum sém ahyan pitdye sém asmai

‘This drop have the cows [...] together impelled for you — for it to be
fully drunk.” RV 6.40.2
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Questions

Polar interrogatives

Optionally marked by pluti, see above section 2.3
Constituent interrogatives

Interrogative pronouns fronted

ko ha kdsminn asi sritah

‘Who are you and fixed in what?’ RV 1.75.3
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Performatives

Present tense:
agnim ile purdhitam

‘Agni do | invoke, the one placed to the fore/ RV 1.1.1
Aorist:

indrasya nu viriyani pra vocam RV 1.32.1
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Finite embedding

Relative clauses

Restricted: Head inside the relative clause, anaphoric pronoun in
embedding clause

agnd yé mdrtiyo duvo | dfiyam jujésa ditib%ih | b"dsan nd sd prd
parviyd | isam vurita dvase

‘The mortal who has placed his friendship in Agni and has savoured
insight through his thoughts, chewing he should now be the first to
choose it as a refreshment, for help.” RV 6.14.1

Non-restricted: Head outside the relative clause
indro ydh purb"®id aritdh
‘Indra, who is acknowledged as the stronghold-splitter’ RV 8.33.5
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Finite embedding: Adjunction

Typically, the slot in the embedding sentence corresponding with the
embedded one is filled by an anaphoric element.

Thus, the embedded sentence is not syntactically dominated.
yada srtdm krndvo jatavedo | dt"em enam prd hinutat pitfb"yah

‘When you will have made him cooked, Jatavedas, then impel him
forth to the forefathers.” RV 10.16.1
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Infinite embedding: Participles

Participles formed from all TA-stems are a frequent means of
embedding.

Adnominal use

ydsminn indrah pradivi vard"anad | éko dad"é bramhmanydntas ca
ndrah

‘[the soma pressing] at which Indra, having grown strong from of
old, has found a home, as have the men who speak the sacred
formulae. RV 2.19.1

Converbal use (cf. root-compounds, section 3.1)
vistico asvan yuyujand iyata
‘Having yoked the separated horses he speeds off’ RV 6.59.5
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More on participles

Completive use
sémam manyate papivan ydt sampimsdnti 6sad"im

‘A man thinks he has drunk soma when they crush the plant’
RV 10.85.3

Absolute locative (one sure example in the RV)
indravaruna nii nd vam | sisa@santisu d"isu @ | asmdb"yam $drma
yacchatam

‘Indra and Varuna! Just now, as our insights are striving to win you,
extend shelter tous.” RV 1.17.8
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Infinite embedding: Infinitives

Infinitives exhibit VP-syntax
Their semantics is always modal (no Acl with verba dicendi)

Infinitives are most frequently used as adjuncts.
Rationale clause
sudevé adyd prapdted dnavrt | paravdtam paramam gdéntavd u
‘And if your lover should fly away today, without return, to go to the
most distant distance...” RV 10.95.14

Purpose clause

tdm te hinvanti tém u te mrjanti | ad®varyavo vrsab®a patava u
‘The Adhvaryus impel that to you, they groom that for you, o bull,
to drink.” RV 3.46.5
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Infinitive complements

Are generally still rare in the RV

vémi tva pasan rhjase

‘I want to rush to you, Pusan.’ RV 8.4.17

Special type: Acl with kar

uto kavim purub”uja yuvam ha | kipamanam akrnutam vicdkse

‘And you, o you of many delights, made the lamenting poet see far’
RV 1.116.14
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Infinitives: further uses

Predicative infinitive
ndisa gavyatir dpab®artavd u
‘This pasture is not to be taken away.’ RV 10.14.2
Imperative use
mdd"e hdta duroné barhiso ral | agnis toddsya rédasrt ydjad yai

‘In the middle of the dwelling, as Hotar, ruler of the ritual grass, shall
Agni sacrifice to the two world-halves.” RV 6.12.1
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Infinite embedding: The gerund

Gerunds are converbs used under subject identity.
Anterior reading
sd@ no duhiyad ydvaseva gatvi | sahdsrad’ara pdyasa maht gduh

‘She should yield her milk to us like a great cow with her milk in a
thousand streams having gone to the pastures.” RV 4.41.5

Simultaneous reading (one probable example in the RV)

apd vrtvi rdjaso budndm asayat

‘Obstructing the waters, he was lying on the foundation of the
dusky realm. RV 1.52.6
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Infinite embedding in prose texts

$B7.1.2.1

prajapatih prajé asrjata [ sad prajah srstvd sarvam @jim itva vyasramsata
tdsmad visrastat prané mad”yatd udakramad dt"a ‘smad viryam
udakramat tdsminn utkrante ‘padyata

‘Prajapati produced creatures. After he had produced creatures and
after he had run the entire race, he flagged. From him who was flagged,

from his middle, breath expired. Then his manhood expired. When it
had expired, he collapsed.’
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Jgdl Y=dIar
Thank you for your attention!
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