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Roadmap

Overview of the Early Vedic case system
Outline of the use of the cases

Some examples of object alternation
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Case Categories

Nominative
Vocative
Accusative

Dative

Genitive
Instrumental
Locative

Ablative

Canonical Functions

Grammatical Subject, Subject predicative
Addressee
Direct Object, Goal

Indirect Object, Benefactive, Recipient, Agent phrase

Partitive, Possessor
Instrument, Sociative, Path, Agent phrase
Location, Goal

Cause, Origin
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Two types of functions

Argument realization

Local, adverbial or adnominal functions
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The nominative

Used to express the subject of transitive and intransitive verbs

dhan vrtram  vrtratdram (...)

smite:IPF.3sG  Vrtra:Acc great.obstacle:Acc

indro vdjrena mahatd vad"éna  (RV 132.5)
Indra:NOM mace:INS great:INS weapon:INS

indras ca ydd yuyudiate dhis (RV132.13)

Indra:NOM and when fight:PRF.MID.3DU dragon:NOm

Subject predicative

tvam hi ratnadhd gsi  (RV115.3)
you:NoM for bestower.of.treasure:NOM be:PRS.25G
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The vocative

Adressee

With imperative forms

indra sémam (..) piba imdm (RV 11l 32.1)
Indra:voc soma:AcC drink:PRs.IMP  this:AcCC

With other second person verb forms

dévyo  varo abavas tdd indra (RV 132.12)
of.horse hair:NoMm become:IPF.25G Indra:voc

With second person pronominal forms
akari ta indra gotameb’ir bréhmani (RV |1 63.9)
make:AOR.PASS YOU:DAT Indra:voc Gotama:INS.PL song.of.praise:ACC.PL
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The accusative

Direct object

apad ahastd aprtanyad  indram (RV | 32.7)
footless:Nom handless:Nom fight:IPF.3sG Indra:Acc

Goal phrase of motion verbs

yamdm  ha yajiié gacchati (RV X 14.13)
Yama:AcC PTC sacrifice:NOM come:PRS.35G
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The dative
Indirect object/recipient
dadati dasuse vasuni (RV VII 27.3)
give:PRS.3SG pious:DAT  goods:AcC
Beneficiary
Sivéa sakhibhya utd mdhyam asit (RV X 34.2)

gracious:NOM companion:DAT.PL and I:DAT  be:IPF.35G

Second argument of certain two-place verbs

tad asmai madhv ic cacchadyat (RV X 73.9)
that:NOoM he:DAT mead:NOM PTC seem:PRF.OPT.3SG
Expression of agent

yd stotfbhyo hdvyo dsti (RV | 33.2)
who:NOM praiser:DAT.PL  invoke:GER  be:PRS.3SG
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The genitive

Possessor

indrasya nu  viryani prd vocam (RV 132.1)
Indra:GEN now strength:ACC.PL PRV praise:AOR.INJ.1SG

Partitive

ghrtdsya  stokdm sakfd dhna asnam
ghee:GEN.SG drop:ACC.SG once day:GEN.SG  eat:IPF.15G
(RV X 95.16)

ydtha saryaté dpibah sutdsya (RV Il 51.7)
like Saryata:Loc drink:IPF.2sG  juice:GEN
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The instrumental

Sociative

devd devébhir @ gamat (RV11.5)
god:NOM god:INS.PL PRV cOome:AOR.INJ.3SG

Instrument

vdjrena vajri ni  jaghana susnam (RV 'V 32.4)
mace:INS mace.bearer:NOM PRV smite:PRF.3sG Susna:Acc

Path

diva yanti maruto (RV 1161.14)

heaven:INs travel:PRs.3PL Maruts:NOM

Agent in passive constructions

agnih purvebhir  fsibhir idyo (RV 11.2)
Agni:NOM earlier:INS sages:INS.PL invoke:GER
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The locative

Place

dtrih siryasya divi cdksur adat (RV V 40.8)
Atri:NOM sun:GEN  heaven:LOC eye:ACC place:AOR.35G
Group amongst

tvam  devésu prathamdm  havamahe (RV | 102.9)
you:ACC god:Loc.pL first:Acc call:Prs.1pL

Absolute locative

indram  pratdar havamaha indram  prayaty
Indra:Acc at.dawn call:Prs.1pL Indra:Acc proceeding:LOC
advaré (RV 116.3)

sacrifice:LOC
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The locative

Rarely used in argument realization

visve  deva havisi madayadvam (RV VI 52.17)
all:voc gods:voc oblation:LOC enjoy:PRS.IMP.MID.2PL
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The ablative

Origin

devandm pirvyé yugé ’satah sdd
god:GEN.PL first:LOC age:LOC not.being:ABL being:NOM
ajayata (RV X72.2)

be.born:IPF.35G

Cause

md nas tdasmad énaso deva ririsah (RV VII 89.5)
NEG we:ACC this:ABL sin:ABL god:vOC harm:AOR.INJ.2SG
Rarely used in argument realization

indrasya  vdjrad abib’ed (RV X 138.5)
Indra:GEN mace:ABL be.afraid:IPF.35G
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Argument alternation: Ingestion verbs

indra somam piba (RV115.1)
Indra:voC soma:ACC.SG drink:PRS.IMP.2SG

somasya somapah piba (RV14.2)
SOMa:GEN.SG somadrinker:voc.sG drink:PRS.IMP.2SG
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Argument alternation: SRAV- ‘hear’

Accusative

visve devah srnuta imam hdvam me
all:voc gods:voc hear:PRS.IMP  this:ACC invocation:AcCC |:GEN
(RV VI 52.13)

Genitive

Syavasuvasya  sunvatds tatha  Srnu
Syavasduva:GEN  extracting:GEN thus hear:PRS.IMP
yathd dsrnor  dtreh  kdrmani krnvatdh

like listen:IPF Atri:GEN sacred.deeds:AcC performing:GEN
(RV VIII 36.7)
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Jgdl Y=dIar
Thank you for your attention!
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