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External history of Armenian

When the Armenians enter history in the middle of the 1st

millennium BC, they are settled in the highlands of eastern Anatolia
and the southern Caucasus.

During the later 1st millennium AD, Armenian communities spread
south and west along the Byzantine-Arab frontier, reaching the
Mediterranean in Cilicia (now in southeastern Turkey).

Classical Armenian — Introduction, Part 1
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External history of Armenian

Armenians have also been present for centuries in

Iran (e.g. Tabriz, Tehran) and

the Levant (e.g. Jerusalem);

throughout Anatolia (e.g. Constantinople/Istanbul) and
the Caucasus (e.g. Tiflis/Thilisi);

in Crimea;

and in Eastern Europe (Romania, Poland).

Classical Armenian — Introduction, Part 1
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Historical Armenian lands
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Periodization: Old and Middle Armenian

Old or Classical Armenian: grabar “(classical) written language” of the
Bible and other works of the oskedar “Golden Age” (5th-6th c. AD)

Standardized, no detectable dialectal variation (possibly t‘arSamim vs.
t‘aramim ‘wither’, with different outcomes of the cluster *rs)

Middle Armenian: best known from the Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia

(1198-1375 AD), whose society and culture was much influenced by
the Western Crusaders.
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Periodization: Modern Armenian

Modern Armenian dialects are conventionally divided into Eastern
(Russian Empire, Persia) and Western (Ottoman Empire). Two
standards emerged in the late 19th and early 20th century: an
eastern in Tiflis (Tbilisi) and Yerevan, and a western in
Constantinople.

Standard Eastern Armenian is the official language of today's
Republic of Armenia.

Western Armenian was largely wiped out in its native territory in
1915, but continues to be spoken in the diaspora (USA, France,
Lebanon, etc.).

Classical Armenian — Introduction, Part 1 10
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Armenian dialects in 1915

Classical Armenian — Introduction, Part 1

Classification of Armenian dialects
by Hrachia Adjarian (1909)

| I
-gé dialects -owm dialects
1. Erzurum 1. Erivan
2. Mush 2. Tiflis
3. Van 3. Karabakh
4. Darbekir 4, Shamakha
5. Kharberd-Yerznka 5. Astrakhan
6. Shabin-Karahisar 6. Julfa
7. Trebizond 7. Agulis
8. Hamshen
9. Malatia
10. Cilicia
11. Syria —
12. Arabkir -el dialects
13. Akn 1. Maragha
14. Sivas 2 Kho

- Y
15. Tokat 3. Artvin
16. Smyrna )
17. Izmit
18. Constantinople
19. Rodosto

20. Nakhichevan-on-Don
21. Austria-Hungary

Map by Yerevanci,
https://commons.wikimedia.org
/wiki/File:Armenian_dialects, A
djarian_1909.png

CCBY-SA 3.0

11



GEORG-AUGUST-UNIVERSITAT
] GOTTINGEN

Earliest sources: Herodotus

Hdt. VII.73: Ot 6€ Opuyeg, wg Makedoveg Aéyouaot, Ekaléovto Bpilyeg
Xpovov doov EUpwrtilot €dvtec cUvoLlkol oo MakeSdoL, HETABAVTEC &€ £C
TV Aoilnv apa th xwpen Kat to obvopa peteBalov €¢ Opuyac. Appréviol 6€
katanep PpUyeg Eosoayato, €ovieg Ppuydv amoikot. TouTwv
oUVOUDOTEPWY NPXE APTOXUNG, Aapeiou Exwv Buyatépa.

“As the Macedonians say, these Phrygians were called Briges as long as
they dwelt in Europe, where they were neighbours of the Macedonians; but
when they changed their home to Asia, they changed their name also and
were called Phrygians. The Armenians, who are settlers from Phrygia, were
armed like the Phrygians. Both these together had as their commander
Artochmes, who had married a daughter of Darius.”

Classical Armenian — Introduction, Part 1
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Earliest sources: Bisutun inscription (ca. 515)

DB 1.12ff. ima dahyava, taya mana patiydisa, vasna Auramazdaha
adamsam xsayadiya aham: Parsa, Uja, Babirus, ASura, Arbaya, Mudraya,
tayai drayahya, Sparda, Yauna, Mada, Armina, Katpatuka, ParSava, Zranka,
Haraiva, Uvarazmi, Baxtris, Suguda, Gandara, Saka, O@atagus, Harauvatis,
Maka, fraharavam dahyava tisrasca vidatica

“These are the countries which fell to my lot; by the favour of Ahura
Mazda | was their king: Persia, Elam, Babylonia, Assyria, Arabia, Egypt, (the
people) who (dwell) by the sea, Lydia, lonia, Media, Armenia, Cappadocia,
Parthia, Drangiana, Aria, Chorasmia, Bactria, Sogdiana, Gandara, Scythia,
Sattagydia, Arachosia, (and) Maka, all round twenty-three countries.”

Classical Armenian — Introduction, Part 1 13
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Earliest sources: Bisutun

Armenians serve Darius to put down rebellions in the area:

DB 2.29ff. 8ati Darayavaus xsayadiya Dadrsis nama Arminiya
mana bandaka, avam adam fraisayam Arminam avadasaiy aGaham:
paraidiy kara haya hamiciya mana nai gaubatai avam jadi

“Proclaims Darius the king: (There is) an Armenian, Dadrshi by name,
my vassal — him | sent to Armenia. Thus | said to him: 'Go forth, (there

is) an army which (is) rebellious (and) does not call itself mine — defeat
it|."

Classical Armenian — Introduction, Part 1 14
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Some important dates in ancient Armenian history

Persian dynasties: Achaemenids (530-330 BC), Seleucids (323-250 BC,
i.e. after Alexander the Great), Arsacids (Parthians, 250 BC-226 AD in
Persia, 54 AD-428 AD in Armenia), Sasanids (226-651 AD)

314/315 (301?): King Tiridates (Trdat) Ill, adoption of Christianity

387: Armenia divided between Roman and Persian Empires
(Theodosius [379-395], Sapur 11 [383-387]); larger part goes to Persia

404 (406/7?): Invention of the alphabet by Mesrop Mastoc®

451: Yazdgerd Il (438-457) increases Persian pressure on Armenians to
convert to Mazdaism. Armenian revolt led by Vardan Mamikonian.
Battle of Avarayr secures religious freedom for the Armenians.

Classical Armenian — Introduction, Part 1 15
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The Armenian alphabet

Traditionally ascribed to Mesrop Mastoc’ (404 AD); invented for
evangelization

Originally contained 36 letters; two more added around the 10th c.:
O /o/ for monophthongized /aw/ and $ /f/ for loanwords.

Only capital letters used at first (erkat‘agir ‘iron script’); minuscules
after 12th c.

Nearly phonemic, i.e. one-to-one relation between phoneme and
symbol (exception: nL <ow> /u/ after Gk. ou).

Earliest specimens of the script are inscriptions in stone (church of
Tekor) and on mosaic pavements (excavated in Jerusalem).

Classical Armenian — Introduction, Part 1 16
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U [w |awb |a g |d |2 | 10 |f 6 ¢ |¢ 100 [} |n |ta i | 1000
R |p |ben|b h h |ini i |20 |U |J |men'm 200 U |u |se s | 2000
Q g |&m |g L I liwn |1 |30 3 |} yi |y (300 | | |[vew |v |3000
T In |da |d lu |[ju | |x |49 L |U |[now|n 400 |S |un |tiwn |t | 4000
E |G |e¢ |e O O |ca |c |50 G P &a |§ |500 | n ré r | 5000
D |q |= |z Y q ken |k |60 N n |o o |600 |8 |g |co |c | 6000
E |E |e é 3 h |ho |h |70 |Q 5 ¢a |¢ |700 |F |L |hiwn |w | 7000
C 'p :: ® Q |a |ia |i (80 |M |w |re |p |80 | @ |[th |piwr |p'|8000
(3 [@ [to |t Al n |t |t |90 9 O |l |J 900 |P p |ke k' | 9000

O |lo |o 6 | 10000

$ P | f | 20000

Classical Armenian — Introduction, Part 1
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Origins of the Armenian alphabet
Greek alphabet most probably used as model:

writing from left to right;
order of letters follows that of the Greek alphabet;

a b g d e 2 & o t Z i 1 x ¢ k h j 1

a B ¥y & e U 3 L X A
¢ m y n 8 o & p j f s v t r ¢ w p k'
) v £ o m p o Vo9 X
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Origins of the Armenian alphabet

Greek alphabet most probably used as model:

some letters correspond in form to that of the Greek cursive, e.g.
R for b like Gk. B;

use of digraph nL for /u/ as in Greek <ou>;

use of letters as symbols for numbers as in Greek (similarly Gothic,
Coptic, Georgian).

For most signs, no corresponding forms: Mesrop’s invention

Classical Armenian — Introduction, Part 1
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Transliteration systems

Some authors transcribe nL as u. Others (including us) write ow to
maintain a one-to-one correspondence.

Kolligan —
Kim

e e
0 0
r r
C c’
¢ o

M~ Qo S O T

Qo M

=S

Classical Armenian — Introduction, Part 1

20



GEORG-AUGUST-UNIVERSITAT
] GOTTINGEN

A note on pronunciation

The traditional pronunciation of Classical Armenian (as maintained by
the Armenian churches) reflects several postclassical sound changes.

Both this and the reconstructed classical pronunciation are allowable.

eketec’i ‘church’ [ekete'tshi]
otn ‘foot’ [‘otan]
caneay ‘l recognized’ [tsa neaj]
loys ‘light’ [lojs]

Yovhannes ‘John’ [jowan nes]

[jekeye 'tshi]
['votan]
[tsa'nja]
[lujs]

[hova'nes]

Classical Armenian — Introduction 1 — External History, Writing System
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Early writing

G AR ANIVE P T TAOTA T A0 XYW A L SO
7ad FEPI M PRAARA AT AL PRV SN ST TONY YL FUPETNIA L IVRINAMA IP0:AY M L 20 LR 321310 A i
“

e,
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Inscriptions in Armenia and
Jerusalem (6th c.+)

e.g. Musrara, Jerusalem, 350
m north of the Damascus
Gate; found in a rectangular
room with an apse at the east
end

Photo by Dickran Kouymjian
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Early writing
JuuL  3bhGUSUuh Gr  drunkFR—GUL
vasn yisSatak-i ew p‘rkowt‘e-an
for memory-GEN.SG and salvation-GEN.SG
uuclu3L 3Uu3Nn8 2Nrns auLNruLyu
amenayn Hay-oc’ z-or-oc’ Z-anowan-s
all Armenian-GEN.PL  ACC-rel-GEN.PL AcCC-name-acc.pl
S(E)r  qQbSE
T(e)r git-e
Lord know-3SG.IND.PRS

“For the memory and salvation of all Armenians whose names the Lord
knows.” (cf. Greenwood 2004: 89-90).

Classical Armenian — Introduction, Part 1 23
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Early writing
Church of St. Sargis in Tekor (Kars, Turkey; 5th c., demolished 1960s)

Classical Armenian — Introduction, Part 1
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Early writing

Sahak Kamsarakan Sine-ac’ z-ays vkayaran
S. K. build-35G.A0R ACC-DEM martyrium
srb-oy Sargs-i y-iwr barexawsowt‘iwn-@

holy-GEN.SG Sargis-GEN.SG  prp-his intercession-ACC.SG

ew bolor azg-i-s ew amowsn-i ew ordek-ac’
and all family-GEN.SG-DEM and  wife-GEN.SG and  son-GEN.PL
ew sirel-e-ac’

and love-PST.PTCP-GEN.PL

“Sahak Kamsarakan built this martyrium of Saint Sargis for his intercession and of his
whole family and wife and children and loved ones.” (cf. Greenwood 2004: 79-80).

Classical Armenian — Introduction, Part 1
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Early writing
Fascinating evidence for early
Armenian literacy: a Greek papyrus

in Armenian script from Egypt,
probably 5th-7th c. (Clackson 2000)

Contains conversational phrases,
basic verb conjugations, and word
lists; hence a sort of “phrasebook”
for resident Armenians, suggesting
rapid spread of the alphabet after

its creation in c. 404
Photo source: Clackson 2000:226

Classical Armenian — Introduction, Part 1

26



GEORG-AUGUST-UNIVERSITAT
] GOTTINGEN

Early writing

J¥hUNFu/rNUSI.. JufNUShUNEDUGEYN]

...Jdis ow xrost[o] xrostis ow p‘sewd[o]
Pevdelg ol xpeot[®] xpeoteic o Pevdw

“You [lie], | do not know. You owe, [I] do not lie.” (l. 6)

ENbFhUGLNNFNRFRUNNRNYGFNUGLYh2UNLUBNINLSPL

epiwisen pos piwis pos hodewomen dik‘son me odon tin
Enoinoev. K¢ MOLELC Mo 08eVOUEV SETEOV oL 060V TV

“He made. How do you make? Where do we go? Show me the road.” (I. 15)

Classical Armenian — Introduction, Part 1
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cunnhwlwinLehiu

Thank you for your attention!
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