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2 Phonology and Phonetics

Subphonemical differences with Standard Turkish (StT)

There are sounds that are not present in the standard language, e.g., 

• the close central vowels [ɨ] and [ʉ] 

• the voiceless alveolodental affricate [ʦ]

Occurrence and frequency: Partially determined by social factors



Phonetic features

Fronting of /ı/ (full [i] or partial [ɨ])
Next to consonants with fronting effect: 
ɑnɑ̟̍ ʤiːm for StT ɑnɑˈʤıım ‘my dear mother’
ʧɨrˈpʰɨjm for StT ʧırˈpʰıjoɾum ‘I whisk’
kɑ̟̍ ʧiˑjsin for StT kʰɑˈʧıjorsun ‘you go’
jaʃinˈdɑ̟ for StT jɑʃınˈdɑ ‘in the age of’

In other environments:
jɑʃ̟ˈli for StT jɑʃˈɫı ‘old’
bɑkˈʧɑ̟ˑ di  for StT bɑkʰɑˈʤɑktʰı 

‘would have taken care’

Backing of /ü/ (full [u] or partial [ʉ])
Next to a tautosyllabic alveodental /d/ or a nasal /n/: 
gʲörüˈnʉrdu for StT gʲöɾüˈnürdü ‘it looked’
gʲöˈrürdʉm for StT gʲöˈɾürdüm ‘I used to see’
tʰütʰüˈnʉn for StT tʰütʰüˈnün ‘of the tobacco’

In other environments:
ˈonʉʧ for StT ˈonüʧ ‘thirteen’



“Greek” [ʦ] - “Turkish” [ʧ] - Triggered by 
bilingualism 
ʦok ~ ʧokʰ ‘much, many, very’
kaʦ ~ kʰaʧ ‘how much/many’
çiʦ ~ hiʧ ‘nothing’

West Rumelian 
• loanwords, e.g. lonats ‘cup’, tsapo ‘goat’ 
• suffix –itsa, e.g. dɑyitsɑ ‘aunt’ (< dayı ‘uncle’), yogurcitsa ‘female yoghurt-

seller’ (< yoğurtçu ‘yoghurt-seller’)

Phonetic variation

Bilingualism

Word initial /g/ for StT /k/ - Regionally determined 
Basilect – Acrolect + StT
gız ~ kʰız ‘girl’
gɑˈrım ~ kʰɑˈɾım ‘my wife’



Lexical Doublets

Basilect – Acrolect & StT

Rounding buˈbɑ ~ bɑˈbɑ ‘father’
Monophongisation kʲʰü ~ kʲʰöj ‘village’
Raising suˈvɑn ~ soˈ(w)ɑn ‘onion’

kʰıˈzɑːn ~ ʧoˈʤukʰ ‘child’
veˈrɑn ~ esˈkʲʰi ‘old, ancient’

~ zaˈjıf ‘thin’
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