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4 Syntax

Accusative ≠ Dative – Contact-induced

bak- ‘to look (at), to look after’  + ACC for StT bak- + DAT

[ b ɑk ˈ ʧ ɑ ̟ ˑ d i i ç t ʰ i j ɑ ̟ ˈ ɾ ı ] (Arriana 76 years old m)

look after-FUT-P.COP-3SG old man-ACC

‘She would have taken care of the old man’

cf. StT ‹bakacaktı ihtiyara›



Word Order
 Non-final position of the verb
 Inversion

(Selero/Xanthi, 32-years-old f)

[bɛn ˈbugʲün g ʲ i t ˈ t ʰ i m ɑrkɑˈdɑʃnɑn doktoˈrɑ (.)
I today go-PFV.PST-1SG friend-COM doctor-DAT

tʰɑˑriˈhi u n u t ˈ t ʰ u söjleˈmeː (.)]
date-ACC forget-PFV.PST-3SG say-VN(-ACC)

‘Today I went with a friend to the doctor, he forgot to say the date’ 

 Post-verbal elements in StT – pragmatic conditions
• post-verbal elements convey information which are discourse-predictable or recoverable

from the previous discourse 
• constituents may also be placed after the verb, when the speaker wants to emphasize the 

action or state expressed by the predicate, or 
• when the speaker does not want to topicalize an information or does not want to focus on 

a constituent 
• Post predicate elements may also be a result of after-thought (Erguvanlı 1984: 56ff)



Field study and future research
Ipio (Işıklar), Arriana (Kozlukepir), Skaloma (Menetler) Fillira (Büyük Sirkeli), Lambro (Satıköy), 

Komotini (Gümülcine), Polyanthos (Narlıköy), Iasmos (Yassıköy), Selero (Gökçeler), Kirnos (Kırkköy)
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