
Introduction
Danziger (1996, 2024) finds (lexical) semantic differences between Active and Stative intransitive verb predicates in Mopan. This difference results in 

a Intransitive Split and two distinct sets of markers. She define the following types of Predicates related to aspect and energy input:

Activity: Energy always required in order to continue

Change-of-State: Energy required in order to continue, if IPFV, or to cease, if non-IPFV

Stative: Energy always required in order to cease

H1: A lexical semantic distinction between Activity vs. Stative intransitive 
verbal predicates exists cryptotypically in K´iche’. 

If confirmed using respective formal markers, K´iche’ can be seen 

as associated with Agentive Languages (Can Pixabaj 2017, Maldonado 2017). 

Methods 

- Mixed-Methods Approach:

quantitative corpus analysis 

followed by a qualitative 

examination of markers

Data

- Non-natural, digitalized XML-TEI 

version of Popol Wuj (narratives 

of the Maya-people)

- Computational extraction of 

relevant sentences using python

- In-depth analysis of markers

. 

Fig. 2: An extract from the  XML TEI used 

Results

- 408 sentences including “-oq” found (using regex /\b\w*oq\w*\b/ ) &

49 sentences including “-oq” independent status marker for intransitive predicates 

and k- (/_V) or ka-(/_C)

- Quantitative Results show that both Set A and Set B Marker are used as well as Splits 

occur in their marking. However, glossing is needed to validate this Classification.

Conclusions

- The results show a mix of  set A 

and set B personal marker of  

Predicate Types Active vs. 

Change-of-State vs. Stative in 

intransitive verbal predicates that 

are clause-final and have the 

Incompletive/habitual marker k-

/ka-.

- Splits do occur with both Sets 

of Markers

- A translation and glossed 

versions of sentences by a 

native speaker is needed to 

confirm the results
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Fig. 3. Results of
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/ka-
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